PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB

151st Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 3:00 PM
Portland, Maine Sunday, September 19, 2021
President Sydney Patten
Program Chair Susanna Adams
Program
Cello Suite No. 5 in C minor (BWV 1011) Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 — 1750)
Prelude
Allemande
Sarabande

Hugh Judge, cello

Nursery Modeste Mussorgsky (1835 — 1881)
With Nursey
In the Corner
With the Doll
The Naughty Puss
Evening Prayer

Duetto buffo di due gatti Gioachino Rossini (1792 — 1868)
Elizabeth Harmon, soprano

Michael Braz, piano*
Torrey Gimpel, soprano, will join Ms Harmon for the duet

Nocturne in E minor (Op. 72, No. 1) Frédéric Chopin (1810 — 1849)

Revolutionary Etude in C minor (Op. 10, No. 12)
John Thorpe, piano
*Guest

Concert attendees should remain masked throughout the concert
We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance
Please join us for a reception outside in the Cloister following the program
Our next program will take place here Sunday, October 17, 2021
Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




Today’s Performers

Michael Braz, piano: Dr. Michael Braz comes to us from Statesboro, Georgia. He is a nationally- and internationally-
known music educator, composer, and clinician. For over 40 years, his pianistic and teaching skills have made music
accessible to a variety of children and adults on three continents. Dr. Braz received his B.M. and M.M. degrees from the
University of Miami, later completing a Ph.D. as a University Fellow at Florida State University. A keyboard soloist in
England's Haslemere Festival of Early Music (directed by Dr. Carl Dolmetsch), he has also collaborated with numerous
orchestras, music festivals, and ensembles ranging from chamber music to jazz and rock. He is Professor Emeritus of
Music at Georgia Southern University. A member of both Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia and Sigma Alpha lota music fraternities,
he has received national recognition from both organizations.

In the early 1980s, Dr. Braz served as the Musical Director of the Boy Singers of Maine and Principal Keyboard with the
Portland Symphony Orchestra. In addition, he taught music at both USM and North Yarmouth Academy. During his time
in Portland, he arranged a variety of music for symphony orchestra and/or chorus, including the orchestrations for the
“Classic Schooner Fare” album.

Torrey Gimpel, soprano: Torrey grew up in Maine but left to pursue a Bachelor’s degree at Carroll University
(Wisconsin) in Vocal Performance and Philosophy of Religion and her first Master’s degree from Westminster Choir
College with an emphasis in Vocal Pedagogy. She has had the privilege, through the Westminster Symphonic Choir, to
have performed under the direction of Christoph Eschenbach, Franz Welser-Most, Neeme Jarvi, and as a part of the
Lucerne Festival. After spending a few years teaching voice privately and performing in the New Jersey area, she received
her second Master’s degree in Music Therapy and Counseling from Drexel University. She currently maintains a small
private practice as a board-certified music therapist in the Lewiston/Auburn area while pursuing performance
opportunities. She joined Portland Rossini Club in 2018 and is Rossini Club Secretary.

Elizabeth Harmon, soprano: A Maine native, Beth is a graduate of Westminster Choir College where she sang under
such inspiring conductors as Leonard Bernstein, Leopold Stokowski, William Steinberg, and Sir Malcolm Sargent. She
served as Director of the Chancel Choir at Cumberland Congregational Church for thirty-six years. Beth is also a longtime
member of ChoralArt Masterworks, and a former member of ChoralArt Singers and Camarata. A member of Portland
Rossini Club since 1980, she has served on the Board in a number of capacities, including Secretary, Scholarship Chair,
Program Chair, and President. She currently lives in Brunswick.

Hugh Judge, cello: Hugh grew up in Naugatuck, CT and has been playing the cello since the age of 8. Hugh studied the
cello with John Ruggiero of the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra, Harry Clark of the Hartford Symphony Orchestra and
with Lorne Munroe of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra. He is a 1981 graduate of Wesleyan University in
Middletown, Connecticut. Hugh has been a member of the Portland Rossini Club since 1996. When not making music,
Hugh works as Vice President and Portfolio Manager for R.M. Davis, Inc. in Portland, and currently serves on the Board
of the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program in Brunswick and as a member of the Town of Cumberland Coastal Waters
Commission. In the past, Hugh has served as President of the Board of Directors of the Portland Chamber Music Festival,
Board President of the Portland Conservatory of Music and on the Annual Fund Committee of the Portland Symphony
Orchestra. Hugh lives in Cumberland Foreside with his wife, Lois, and they have 3 grown sons. In his spare time, Hugh
enjoys running, hiking, reading history, golf and sailing along the Maine Coast.

John Thorpe, piano: After studying piano under William Eves of Topsham and Richard Roberts of Portland, John
Thorpe received a B.S. in Music Education at the University of Southern Maine, and a Master’s at Gordon Conwell
Seminary. He has taught music privately and taught middle school band in Boothbay, Nobleboro and Woolwich, Maine.

In 2011 he founded the Varendra Musical Arts Center in Rajshahi, Bangladesh where he developed curriculum and taught
instrumental music, staff notation and elements of Western music to Bengali students. He also taught a course on the
Elements of Western Music at the University of Rajshahi.

He has performed twice before with the Rossini Club and also performed at the Goethe Institute in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
International Festivals at the University of Rajshahi, Khulna University, and was the guest speaker and performer at the
Rabindr Bharati University of Kolkata.

He has transcribed over 20 songs by the Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore and published a translation of selected songs by
this Nobel prize-winning Bengal poet.

John and his wife, Jan, now reside in Woolwich, Maine presently enjoying three grandchildren born out of the year of
Covid.



