PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB

151st Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 3:00 PM
Portland, Maine Sunday, April 24, 2022

President Sydney Patten

Program Chair Susanna Adams

Program

Allmécht'ge Jungfrau (Tannhduser) Richard Wagner (1813 — 1883)
Ebben? Ne andro lontana (La Wally) Alfredo Catalani (1854 — 1893)
Your Daddy's Son (Ragtime) Stephen Flaherty (b. 1960)

Torrey Gimpel, soprano
Mark Braun, piano

Symphony No. 3 in E-Flat Major (Op. 55), the "Eroica Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Movement 1: Allegro con brio

Leah Neuchiller and Ruth Matt, Piano Four Hands

Sonata for Violin and Cello Maurice Ravel (1875 — 1937)
Allégro
Tres vif
Lent
Vif, avec entrain
Lydia Forbes, violin*
Myles Jordan, cello*

*QGuest

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance
Our next program will take place here Sunday,May 15, 2022
Many thanks to St. Luke's Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




Today’s Performers

Mark Braun, piano: Mark grew up in Minneapolis, MN, moved to Chicago at age 28 and arrived here in Maine on
the winds of the blizzard of ’96. He has been an active member of both the Marston-Kotzschmar Club and the
Portland Rossini Club since 1996. In past years, he has played a variety of music, including solo, four-hand and
eight-hand piano compositions, and chamber music, including works for French horn and piano, clarinet and
piano, trios for piano, French horn, and violin or clarinet, as well as works for voice and piano. He writes his own
program notes, finding that the process helps him to better understand and interpret the musical works he's
performing. He serves on the Board of the Portland Conservatory of Music. In his professional life, he is an
internist and geriatrician in solo practice in Scarborough.

Lydia Forbes, violin: Lydia’s career has been guided by a singular intention — to delve as deeply as possible into
the magic of great chamber music literature, old and new. Lydia has concertized throughout Europe and the U.K.
with Ensemble L'Archibudelli, Zephyr Kwartet, Het Schoenberg Ensemble, Sinfonietta Amsterdam, Het Blazers
Ensemble, Osiris Piano Trio, I Fiamminghi, and Ensemble Explorations. During this time, she recorded with some of
the world's most prominent labels; Sony Classical, Harmonia Mundi, CNM, and for Vienna Modern Masters as
soloist with the Czech Radio Philharmonic. She has also performed for festivals in Europe, the U.K., Australia, New
Zealand, and the U.S. Lydia has also served as concertmaster for Het Orkest van het Oosten in the Netherlands. A
member of the DaPonte String Quartet, Lydia lives in Cumberland, with cellist Myles Jordan and their children.

Torrey Gimpel, soprano: Torrey grew up in Maine but left to pursue a Bachelor’s degree at Carroll University
(Wisconsin) in Vocal Performance and Philosophy of Religion and her first Master’s degree from Westminster Choir
College with an emphasis in Vocal Pedagogy. She has had the privilege, through the Symphonic Choir, to have
performed under the direction of Christoph Eschenbach, Franz Welser-Mdost, Neeme Jérvi, and as a part of the
Lucerne Festival. After spending a few years teaching voice privately and performing in the New Jersey area, she
received her second Masters degree in Music Therapy and Counseling from Drexel University. After graduation, she
worked as a board-certified music therapist in the Philadelphia area and maintained a private voice studio until the
fall of 2017 when she moved back to Maine. She currently maintains a small private practice as a board-certified
music therapist in the Lewiston/Auburn area and works as a Conditionally Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor
while pursuing performance opportunities. Torrey has had the opportunity to be a guest soloist throughout central
Maine at various churches and has sung as a soloist for the Maine Music Society performance of Judas
Maccabeus. She joined Portland Rossini Club in 2018 and currently serves as Secretary of the Executive Board.

Myles Jordan, cello: Myles Jordan worked as a child actor for CBC Television and the National Film Board of
Canada before taking up the cello. Inspired by the North American premiere of the second Shostakovich cello
concerto and a Casals master class, Myles asked for and received from his father a bright orange Hofner cello as a
birthday present. He went on to train at the Banff School of Fine Arts in Alberta, the Britten-Pears School of
Advanced Musical Studies in England, and at Schloss Weikersheim in Germany. In 1981, he won a Floyd S.
Chalmers Foundation Award, which enabled him to study at the Juilliard School, and by 1983 he had earned two
degrees there. From New York he moved to Philadelphia, where he served as associate principal cellist of the
Concerto Soloists Chamber Orchestra, completed a Doctor of Musical Arts, and founded the DaPonte String Quartet.
Myles uses historical research to inform his musical performances so he can remain as faithful as possible to the
composer's original intentions. He lives in Cumberland with violinist Lydia Forbes and their children.

Ruth Matt, piano: Ruth studied piano for 13 years between the ages of five and eighteen. As a teenager she
accompanied choirs, instrumentalists, musicals, and the local ballet society in Princeton, NJ. At Cornell University,
she accompanied private voice lessons and musicals. While her major was in Spanish Literature and her career is
now in investments and financial planning, music has always been a passion and inspiration. She enjoys
collaborating with other musicians on any instrument with a current focus on piano duets. Ruth was a student of the
late Richard Roberts. She and her husband have lived in Portland since 1988, and have one son, Peter. She joined
Rossini Club in 2011.

Leah Neuchiller, piano: Leah studied piano from the age of 9 and began college as a music major at Brandeis
University, where she studied with the French pianist Evelyne Crochet. She went on to a career as a clinical social
worker and psychotherapist, but playing the piano continued to be a passionate avocation. Music once again became
central to Leah’s life when she moved to Maine in 2006 and began studying piano with Laura Kargul and earning a
Masters of Music degree in piano pedagogy at USM. Leah has had a second career as a piano teacher, teaching at
the French School of Maine, the Friends School of Portland, and her home studio in Cumberland Foreside.  She
has been a member of the Rossini Club since 2012.



