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154th  Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke	 	 	 	 	          	 	 	   3:00 PM

Portland, Maine	 	 	 	  	           	 	       Sunday, September 29, 2024 

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance

Our next program will take place here Sunday, November 24, at 3:00 pm


Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs 


Quartet No. 1, in D minor	 	 	            		 	          Juan Arriaga (1806-1826)

	 Allegro

	 Menuetto

	 Adagio – Allegretto


Ladies of Note

Eleanor Lehmann and Betsy Hooper, violin

Susanna Adams, viola; Kathy Berry, cello


Kinderszenen		 	 	 	 	 	 	    Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 

Steven Blumenthal, piano


Symphony #41, K. 551 (Jupiter)	 	  	           Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

	 Allegro


 Ruth Matt, piano

Leah Neuchiller, piano




Today’s Performers


Susanna Adams, viola: Susanna made the switch from violin to viola in 1999. She is a graduate of Smith College and 
holds masters degrees in history from Harvard and Berkeley. She was a Maine registered landscape architect.  She 
obtained a B.S. in Music Education from USM in 1997.  She is a member of the Woodfords Church choir and the 
Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra where she plays viola. She is co-chair of the Advisory Council of the Portland 
Conservatory of Music. Susanna has been a member of Rossini Club since 2009 and currently serves as Vice President 
for Programs and Vice President for Scholarships.


Katherine Berry, cello: At the age of ten, Katherine began studying with the late Katherine Hatch Graffam, Rossini 
Club member and principal cellist of the Portland Symphony Orchestra. When she was 16, she played with the Portland 
Symphony Orchestra under Arthur Lipkin and Paul Vermel. She graduated from The Northern Conservatory of Music in 
Bangor in 1971. While attending college she played in the Bangor Symphony with Peter Re. She studied cello with 
Marian Heller of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, who was cellist with the now well known Portland String Quartet. A 
resident of Portland, she currently plays in the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra under Robert Lehmann. She enjoys 
playing cello and playing basketball with her 3 grandchildren


Steven Blumenthal, piano: Steven studied piano at Columbia University with the late Niels Østbye, a student of Edwin 
Fischer. While pursuing his medical education and later directing a pediatrics emergency room in New York City, Steven 
continued post-graduate music studies at Columbia University and at the Aaron Copland School of Music at Queens 
College. He participated in master classes with Jeanne-Marie Darré. He now lives in Cape Elizabeth with wife and PSO 
violinist/teacher Holly Ovenden, and recently retired from pediatrics practice in Portland. Steve has been a member of 
the Rossini Club since 2009.


Betsy Hooper violin: Music has always been an essential avocation for Betsy. As a young child, Betsy began violin 
lessons with her mother. Her first orchestral experience was with the Vermont Youth Orchestra under Peter Brown. Later 
she attended Interlochen Arts Academy where she studied with Rosemary Malocsay. As an Engineering student at Duke 
University she studied violin under Giorgio Ciompi, and followed up as a grad student at UC Berkeley studying under 
Felix Khuner. Following a several decade digression into traditional fiddle music – Scottish, Irish, and Swedish – she 
returned to her classical roots, playing with the Manassas Symphony Orchestra in Virginia under James Villani. Recently 
come to Maine and living in Gorham, she currently plays with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra under Robert 
Lehmann with whom she also takes the occasional violin lesson.


Eleanor Lehmann, viola: Eleanor began her musical studies on violin at the age of 5 with John M. Ray in San 
Francisco, California.  In 1963, she received a degree in music education and performance from San Francisco State 
University. After teaching and performing in San Francisco, Mexico, and Holland, and again in California,  in 2003, she 
moved to Maine and began teaching both violin and viola in her studio and at the Portland Conservatory of Music.  In 
2007, she initiated violin classes at USM, Portland, for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.  Today, she is an active 
member of both the Portland Rossini and Marston-Kotzschmar Music Clubs of Portland, and served as President for 
both.  


Ruth Matt, piano: Ruth studied piano for 13 years between the ages of five and eighteen. As a teenager she 
accompanied choirs, instrumentalists, musicals, and the local ballet society in Princeton, NJ. At Cornell University, she 
accompanied private voice lessons and musicals.  While her major was in Spanish Literature and her career is now in 
investments and financial planning, music has always been a passion and inspiration. She enjoys collaborating with other 
musicians on any instrument with a current focus on piano duets. Ruth was a student of the late Richard Roberts. She and 
her husband have lived in Portland since 1988, and have one son, Peter.  She joined Rossini Club in 2011.


Leah Neuchiller, piano:   Leah began piano studies at age 9 and started college as a music major at Brandeis University, 
studying piano with the French pianist Evelyn Crochet.  While pursuing a career as a clinical social worker,  she 
continued playing piano as a passionate avocation.   After moving to Maine in 2006, she began studying piano with 
Laura Kargul at USM and earned a Masters degree in Piano Pedagogy in 2015.   During that time she embarked on her 
second career of teaching piano at the French School of Maine,  Friends School of Portland, and her home studio in 
Cumberland Foreside.   She retired from teaching piano in 2022, but hopefully will never retire from playing!   Leah has 
been a member of the Rossini Club since 2012 and is currently serving on the board as piano chairperson.



