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PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB
154th  Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke	 	 	 	 	          	 	 	   3:00 PM

Portland, Maine	 	 	 	  	           	 	       Sunday, November 24, 2024 

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance

Our next program will take place here Sunday, January 19, at 3:00 pm


Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs 


Nocturne, Op. 13         Pablo Llamazares (b. 1975 –
Mark Braun, piano

Steve Schiffman, clarinet; Seth Blank, horn

Nocturne in F sharp minor          Dinu Lipatti (1917 – 1950)
Spinning Song, Op. 67, #4           Felix Mendelssohn (1809 – 1847)

Mark Braun, piano

In quelle trine morbide (Manon Lescaut)    Giacomo Puccini (1858 – 1924)
Willow Song (Ballad of Baby Doe)           Douglas Moore (1893 – 1969)
Summertime (Porgy and Bess)   George Gershwin (1898 – 1937)

Torrey Gimpel, soprano
Jonathan Prak, piano

Sonata No. 8 in C minor, Op. 13 (Pathétique)     Ludwig van Beethoven (1770 – 1827)
   Grave -- Allegro di molto e con brio
   Adagio cantabile
   Rondo: Allegro

Steven Blumenthal, piano

Waltz of the Jellyfi 
Seal Slide Rag
Nocturne, No. 20, in C sharp minor     Frédéric Chopin (1810 – 1849)

Sydney Patten, piano



Today’s Performers


Seth Blank, horn: Seth has played horn since elementary school in New York. He participated in a wide variety of 
symphonic, opera, chamber and solo work while attending Boston University for both undergraduate and Medical 
School. Since settling in Maine in 1992, he has played with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra, the Maine State 
Ballet Orchestra and the Centennial Brass Band and substitutes in the Midcoast Symphony Orchestra. Seth is a physician 
in the Portland area and has been a member of Rossini Club since 2004.


Steven Blumenthal, piano: Steven studied piano at Columbia University with the late Niels Østbye, a student of Edwin 
Fischer. While pursuing his medical education and later directing a pediatrics emergency room in New York City, Steven 
continued post-graduate music studies at Columbia University and at the Aaron Copland School of Music at Queens 
College. He participated in master classes with Jeanne-Marie Darré. He now lives in Cape Elizabeth with wife and PSO 
violinist/teacher Holly Ovenden, and recently retired from pediatrics practice in Portland. Steve has been a member of 
the Rossini Club since 2009.


Mark Braun, piano: Mark grew up in Minneapolis, MN, moved to Chicago at age 28 and arrived here in Maine on the 
winds of the blizzard of ’96.  He has been an active member of both the Marston-Kotzschmar Club and the Portland 
Rossini Club since 1996.  In past years, he has played a variety of music, including solo, four-hand and eight-hand 
piano compositions, and chamber music, including works for French horn and piano, clarinet and piano, trios for piano, 
French horn, and violin or clarinet, as well as works for voice and piano.  He writes his own program notes, finding that 
the process helps him to better understand and interpret the musical works he's performing.  He served on the Board of 
the Portland Conservatory of Music.  In his professional life, he is an internist and geriatrician in solo practice in 
Scarborough.


Torrey Gimpel, soprano: Torrey has a Bachelor's degree from Carroll University in Vocal Performance and Philosophy 
of Religion, Master’s degree from Westminster Choir College with an emphasis in Vocal Pedagogy, and a Master's 
degree in Music Therapy and Counseling from Drexel University. She has had the privilege, through the Symphonic 
Choir, to have performed under the direction of Christoph Eschenbach, Franz Welser-Möst, and Neeme Järvi. In the 
Philadelphia area, she worked as a board-certified music therapist, maintained a private voice studio, and performed as a 
guest soloist for various churches and choirs until the fall of 2017 when she moved back to Maine. She currently 
maintains a small private practice as a board-certified music therapist in the Lewiston/Auburn area and works full time as 
a Conditionally Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor while pursuing performance opportunities. Torrey has had the 
opportunity to be a guest soloist throughout central Maine at various churches, has sung as a soloist for the Maine Music 
Society performance of Judas Maccabeus, and performed with Opera Maine as a member of the chorus for the 
production of The Flying Dutchman in summer of 2022 and for the recent production of Aida, under the direction 
of Maestro Israel Gursky. She joined Portland Rossini Club in 2018 and currently serves as Secretary of the Executive 
Board.


Sydney Patten, piano: Sydney began studying piano at the age of six to please her mother.  She very quickly fell in love 
with the instrument and with classical music. At Skidmore College, she minored in music with a concentration in piano 
performance.  She began to compose music secretly never sharing any of her compositions until she had graduated from 
college. While living on the North Shore of Massachusetts, she began composing music inspired by birds at Crane’s 
Beach.  During that time, she served as the Vice President of the American Women Composers.  Her greatest inspirations 
for composition continue to be wildlife and sea creatures in Maine and especially on Mount Desert Island.  Some of her 
favorite subjects have been piping plovers, eagles, seaweed, jellyfish and great white sharks. She continues to study 
classical piano music which also influences her work. Sydney lives with her husband, Bill Patten and their dog, Patapouf 
in Falmouth Foreside, Maine.  Other interests include skiing, gardening, and anything to do with France.  She has been 
associated with the Royaumont Abbey for many years where she now organizes master classes in a variety of 
disciplines. Sydney is passionate about doing whatever she can for climate. 


Jonathan Pekdey Prak, piano: Jonathan Prak is a Saco native currently living in Portland. He’s been playing the piano 
since he was 6 yrs old and studied with the late Colette Kelly of Québec, Canada. Jonathan studies with Dr. Laura Kargul 
at the Osher School of Music of the University of Southern Maine (USM). He received his Bachelor's Degree in 
Performance and is currently studying for his Graduate Degree in Performance. Jonathan appeared as a repeated guest 
soloist for the Portland Rossini Club before becoming a member in 2018, of which he is proudly the current President.


Stephen Schiffman, clarinet: Prior to moving to Portland, Stephen Schiffman, emeritus faculty member at Babson 
College and the F.W. Olin College of Engineering,  lived in Boston for 30 years and played with various ensembles and 
chamber music groups there. He has been playing the clarinet for 60 years and his teachers have included Sherman 
Friedland, Julie Vaverka and Thomas Hill. Also a member of the Marston-Kotzschmar Club, he joined Rossini Club in 
2015.



