PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB

154th Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 3:00 PM
Portland, Maine Sunday, February 23, 2025
President Jonathan Prak
Program Chair Susanna Adams
Program
Kegelstatt Trio, K. 498 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 — 1791)
Andante
Menuetto
Rondeaux Allegretto

David Sherman, piano*
Steve Schiffman, clarinet
Susanna Adams, viola

Words and Music is a musical review by award-winning music composer Aaron Robinson, with lyrics by Suzy
Hallett. The show debuted in 2017 in Damariscotta, and its most recent iteration premiered this past fall at the
Footlights Theatre in Falmouth, directed by Michael Tobin with cast members Danielle, David, Eliza and Jeftrey.
Beginning with “Hello, Old Friend,” the songs pay homage to the musical theater tradition. Near the end of the
show, the powerfully moving “Wondering Why,” is an anthem for current times. The songs celebrate love and
life, and are filled with laughter and tears. So sit back, relax and enjoy this afternoon of music with old and new
friends.

Selected songs from Words and Music by Aaron Robinson
sung by Jeffrey Caron*, Danielle Vayenas, David Myers Wakeman*, and Eliza Ruth Watson*
with pianist Josie DiPhilippo*

Hello Old Friend - all

Let's Do Something Crazy - all
Summer Days - David
Nighttime - Danielle

Kissed by the Moon - Jeffrey
We are a Pair - all

Piano Player - all

Little House - David and Eliza
What is Love - Eliza
Wondering Why - Jeffrey and all
Songs - all

*Guest
We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance

Our next program will take place here Sunday, March 23, at 3:00 pm
Many thanks to St. Luke's Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




Today’s Performers

Susanna Adams, viola: Susanna made the switch from violin to viola in 1999. She is a graduate of Smith College and
holds masters degrees in history from Harvard and Berkeley. She was a Maine registered landscape architect. She
obtained a B.S. in Music Education from USM in 1997. She is a member of the Woodfords Church choir and the
Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra where she plays viola. She is co-chair of the Advisory Council of the Portland
Conservatory of Music. Susanna has been a member of Rossini Club since 2009 and currently serves as Vice President
for Programs and Vice President for Scholarships.

Jeffrey Caron, cast member: Jeffrey has performed from Kansas City to Maine, in many Gilbert & Sullivan operettas,
as well as opera and musical theater roles with multiple organizations. Some of his favorite roles include: Nicely-Nicely
Johnson in Guys & Dolls, The Beadle in Sweeney Todd, Melvin P Thorpe in Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, and The
Padre in Man of LaMancha. Jeftrey has played the role of Mr. Van Dawn in the chamber opera Yours, Anne, and Caspar
in Amahl and the Night Visitors. In recent years, Jeffrey has done primarily musical theater and holiday concerts at The
Footlights Theatre. Jeffrey was the former Co-Executive Artistic Director of the Old Port Playhouse with Michael J.
Tobin.

Josie DiPhilippo, piano: Josie is an award-winning pianist who plays throughout the area as an accompanist and music
director with groups such as Opera in the Pines and the Scarborough school system. She also enjoys promoting classical
music through community outreach and spent three years working as the community coordinator for the Portland
Symphony Orchestra. She earned her bachelor’s degree in piano performance and is working toward a master’s degree
with Dr. Laura Kargul at the University of Southern Maine. Just a few of her honors include first prizes in the Hannah
Powell Competition, the Ocy Downs Competition, and the Pine Tree Piano Competition.

Stephen Schiffman, clarinet: Prior to moving to Portland, Stephen Schiffman, emeritus faculty member at Babson
College and the F.W. Olin College of Engineering, lived in Boston for 30 years and played with various ensembles and
chamber music groups there. He has been playing the clarinet for 60 years and his teachers have included Sherman
Friedland, Julie Vaverka and Thomas Hill. Also a member of the Marston-Kotzschmar Club, he joined Rossini Club in
2015.

David Sherman, piano: David Sherman studied piano at Oberlin College and privately in New York City. He has been
in Portland for more than thirty years, having taught private lessons in the area as well as at the Portland Conservatory of
Music, where he accompanied student recitals and performed at their noontime concert series. For twelve summers, he
worked at the Apple Hill Center for Chamber Music in Nelson, NH as summer director and he continues to participate in
their summer chamber music festival. David has participated in area musical theater as a musical director, dancer, pit
musician and rehearsal accompanist. He has been a member of the Maine Gay Men’s Chorus both as singer and
accompanist. In his non-musical hours, David is a retired math teacher in the adult education program of the Portland
Schools and enjoys travel.

Danielle Vayenas, cast member: Danielle, a Rossini Club Member since 2015, has sung as a soloist and performed
roles throughout Maine and the greater Boston area with organizations such as Maine State Music Theater, Footlights
Theatre, Portland Players, Choral Art Society, Maine Oratorio Chorale, Opera Maine, Midcoast Symphony, Salem
Philharmonic, and more. Just a few favorite roles include “Micaela” in Carmen, “Mimi” in La Bohéme, the title role in
Carlisle Floyd’s Susannah, and understudying for the “Mother Abbess” in Maine State Music Theater’s Sound of
Music. She has performed as a concert soloist, including oratorio works, from the Requiems of Mozart, Brahms, Dvorak
and Verdi, to Mozart’s Mass in C minor, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, and more.

David Myers-Wakeman, cast member: David sings professionally with St. Mary Schola in Falmouth, and performs
throughout New England regularly as a soloist with choral groups including Down East Singers, Lincoln Festival
Chorus, Sheepscot Valley Chorus, and St. Cecilia Chamber Choir. David is the choir director at North Yarmouth
Congregational Church in North Yarmouth, where he also maintains a private voice studio. He recently performed the
role of Ezekiel Cheever in The Crucible with Opera in the Pines and has appeared in roles at Heartwood Theater in
Damariscotta and at USM’s Osher School of Music, where he holds a Master’s Degree in vocal pedagogy. David also
enjoys playing french horn and trumpet for various local wind ensembles and pit orchestras.

Eliza Ruth Watson, cast member: A graduate of Vassar College, Eliza earned her Bachelor of Music degree while
studying vocal performance with world renowned countertenor, Drew Minter. She then spent nearly a decade in New
York City where she sang as cantor with the St. Paul’s Chapel Quartet and as a founding member of the distinguished
Khorikos Chamber Choir. Since returning home to Maine, Eliza has frequently performed with local theaters, with roles
in shows such as Schoolhouse Arts Center’s Carrie and as the title role in Falmouth Footlights’ The Best Part of My Life:
The “Mama” Cass Elliot Story. Eliza lives and works in Gray with her family on their little farm, and with her mom is
co-owner of Two Mums Kitchen. Eliza is also proud to note she is a former recipient of Rossini Club’s Gould Award.



