PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB

154th Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 3:00 PM
Portland, Maine Sunday, March 23, 2025
President Jonathan Prak
Program Chair Susanna Adams
Program
Sechs Lieder (Six Songs) Johannes Brahms (1833 — 1897)

Feldeinsamkeit, Op. 86, No.2 In Summer Fields
Wie Melodien zieht es mir, Op. 105, No.1 Like Melodies it floweth
Sapphische Ode, Op. 94, No.4 Sapphic Ode
Wiegenlied, Op. 49, No.4 Lullaby
Liebestreu, Op. 3, No.1 True Love
Minnelied, Op. 71, No. 5 Lovesong
Hugh Judge, cello
James Wesley Nga, piano*

Che faro senza Euridice (Orfeo ed Euridice) Christoph Willibald Gluck (1714 —1787)
Non so piu cosa son (Le Nozze di Figaro) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 — 1791)
Voi, che sapete (Le Nozze di Figaro)

Faites-lui mes aveux (Faust) Charles Gounod (1818 — 1893)

Jennifer Conte, mezzo soprano
Christopher Staknys, piano

The Songs of the Hebrides Collected and arranged by Marjory Kennedy-Fraser (1837 — 1930)
Tir Nan Og, or Skye Fisher’s Song
Weaving Lilt
The Seagull of the Land-Under-Waves
Lullaby
Milking Croon

Land of Heart’s Desire
Elizabeth Harmon, mezzo soprano
James Wesley Nga, piano*

Fantasy in F minor, Op. 103 Franz Schubert (1797 — 1828)
Josie DePhillippo* and Abby Nielson*, piano

%
Guest We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance

Our next program will take place here Sunday, April 27, at 3:00 pm
Many thanks to St. Luke's Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




Today’s Performers

Jennifer Conte, mezzo soprano: Jennifer currently resides in Maine but originates from New York. She has taken a circuitous
route through the music industry, finally landing in opera. She was in Opera Maine's 2025 production of Puccini's La Boheme as a
member of the chorus, and a chorus member in Opera Maine’s production of Verdi's Aida in summer of 2024. Previously, she was
Annina in Verdi’s La Traviata in a student recital at USM, and an ensemble member for Schoohouse's (Standish, ME) production
of Sweeney Todd where she was also a cover for Mrs. Lovett. She looks forward to more classical singing opportunities.

Josie DiPhilippo, piano: A resident of South Portland, Josie has been studying piano for 20 years. She received a bachelor’s degree
in piano performance and is working toward a master’s degree with Dr. Laura Kargul at the University of Southern Maine. She has
performed in venues across New England as both a soloist and a chamber musician. Recently, she worked with ChoralArt to perform
the Brahms Requiem arranged for piano four hands and choir. Josie worked with Opera in the Pines as the music director and pianist
for their production of La Bohéme and as a rehearsal pianist for their production of The Crucible. Josie was offered a graduate
assistantship and worked with the Osher School of Music vocal department as a collaborator and accompanist. Josie also works as a
private piano teacher at 317 Main Community Music School in Yarmouth and has a studio of 30 students. Just a few of her honors
include first prizes in the Hannah Powell Competition, the Ocy Downs Competition, and the Pine Tree Piano Competition.

Elizabeth Harmon, mezzo soprano: A Maine native, Beth has sung publicly since she was a child. She is a graduate of Westminster
Choir College where she sang in the Westminster Choir under such inspiring conductors as Leonard Bernstein, Leopold Stokowski,
William Steinberg, and Sir Malcolm Sargent. She was Director of the Chancel Choir at the Congregational Church in Cumberland for
thirty-six years and was also a longtime member of ChoralArt Masterworks, ChoralArt Singers and Camarata. A retired voice
teacher and former President of Maine NATS, Beth has been a performing member of Portland Rossini Club since 1980. She has
served on the Board in a number of capacities, including Secretary, Scholarship Chair, Program Chair, and President. She currently
lives in Brunswick, where she directs Thornton Oaks Singers.

Hugh Judge, cello: Hugh grew up in Naugatuck, CT and has been playing the cello since the age of 8. Hugh studied the cello with
John Ruggiero of the Waterbury (CT) Symphony Orchestra, Harry Clark of the Hartford Symphony Orchestra (CT), Lorne Munroe
of the New York Philharmonic, and currently with Ben Noyes. He is a 1981 graduate of Wesleyan University in Middletown,
Connecticut. Hugh has been a member of the Portland Rossini Club since 1996. Hugh retired in 2023 after a 40-year career in the
investment and trust business, most recently with R.M. Davis in Portland. He currently serves on the Town of Cumberland Coastal
Waters Commission and volunteers with the Town of Cumberland Food Pantry. Hugh lives in Cumberland Foreside with his wife,
Lois, and they have 3 grown sons. In his spare time, Hugh enjoys cycling, hiking, reading history, golf and sailing along the Maine
Coast.

Abigail Nielson, piano: A pianist and dedicated teacher, Abby lives in South Portland, Maine. She has studied with Laura Kargul at
the University of Southern Maine for over eight years. This spring, Abby will complete her graduate degree in Piano Pedagogy,
following her Master’s recital in April. She is passionate about teaching young musicians and currently teaches at 317 Main
Community Music Center in Yarmouth and privately in Cape Elizabeth. Abby has performed in various settings throughout New
England, including the Osher School of Music Annual Scholarship Gala and the Portland Piano Extravaganza. She also performs
with her piano four-hands duo partner, Josie DiPhilippo. When not at the piano, Abby enjoys knitting, reading, and going on walks.

James Nga, piano: Originally from Malaysia, Dr. James (Jim) Wesley Nga has performed publicly since he was 6. He has performed
nationally and internationally throughout United States, Belgium, Singapore, Malaysia and Taiwan. He came to the United States
after completing two music performance diplomas from the Trinity College of Music, London. He obtained his Master of Music in
piano performance from the Notre Dame de Namur University, Belmont, California, and his Doctor of Music in piano performance
from Texas Tech University. He was an active pianist and instructor in the San Francisco Bay Area for many years, and he now serves
as the Music Director for the Congregational Church in Cumberland. He is also a member of the piano faculty at the Bay Chamber
Concerts in Rockport. He enjoys working with students of all ages.

Christopher Staknys, piano: Christopher is a pianist and composer from Falmouth, ME. He graduated from Juilliard in 2018 with a
B.M. in Piano Performance. Allan Kozinn, former music critic for the New York Times, praised his playing for its "dexterity and
dramatic phrase shaping". In 2014, Chris was featured on NPR’s “From The Top” radio show. As a member of contemporary
ensembles including AXIOM and the New Juilliard Ensemble, he has performed at venues including Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully
Hall. In 2021, Chris was selected as Vocal Accompanist for Juilliard’s Marcus Institute Fellowship. He currently serves as Music
Director for First Parish UU Church in Kennebunk and Collaborative Pianist at USM.



