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A Feast of Pianos
Piano Sonata No. 27, Op. 90	 	 	 

	 

	 


Steven Blumenthal, piano


Symphony No. 9 in E minor, "From the New World", Op. 95       Antonin Dvořák (1841 - 1904)

	 


Ruth Matt and Leah Neuchiller, piano


L’isle Joyeuse	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

Etude Op.10, No. 8 in F major	 	 	 	 	 


Michael Bostock, piano*


Liebesfreud	 	 	 

Derek Herzer, piano


Variations on a Theme by Paganini	 	 	 

Theme and Variations for Two Pianos, Op. 139	 	 	


Michael Bostock and Derek Herzer, piano


*Guest


We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance

Our next program will take place here Sunday, October 19, at 3:00 pm


Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs 




Today’s Performers


Steven Blumenthal: Steven studied piano at Columbia University with the late Niels Østbye, a student of 
Edwin Fischer. While pursuing his medical education and later directing a pediatrics emergency room in New 
York City, Steven continued post-graduate music studies at Columbia University and at the Aaron 
Copland School of Music at Queens College. He participated in master classes with Jeanne-Marie Darré. He 
now lives in Cape Elizabeth with wife and PSO violinist/teacher Holly Ovenden, and recently retired from 
pediatrics practice in Portland. Steve has been a member of the Rossini Club since 2009.


Our guest, Michael Bostock has been playing piano since 2012 and just completed his first year as a student at 
the Royal Northern College of Music (RNCM) in Manchester, England. Prior to RNCM, he studied classical 
piano under Naydene Bowder at the Portland Conservatory of Music. He has been the full-time music director 
for various churches in Maine and is currently the music director for St. Clement Church in Urmston, Greater 
Manchester, England.

Michael was the pianist for the Portland Youth Symphony Orchestra (PYSO) for two years. He has performed 
at the Portland Conservatory of Music’s Noonday Concert Series, as well as the Marston-Kotzschmar and 
Rossini music clubs. In 2023, he won First Place in the Pine Tree Music Competition - Senior Piano Division. 
He has performed internationally at various venues, and at Merrill Auditorium and The Collins Center. 

In February 2024, Michael won First Place in the Bangor Symphony Orchestra's 43rd Annual Maine High 
School Concerto Competition. He was honored to perform as the featured soloist with the Bangor Symphony 
Orchestra at the Young People's Concerts on May 13, where he played Dmitri Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2 in F Major, Op. 102: 1. Allegro. He was also a First Place winner in the 2024 Osher School of Music 
Biennial Concerto Competition in February, 2024.


Derek Herzer: Originally from Gaylord, Michigan, Derek began teaching himself to play the piano at the age 
of 17. He was accepted into the piano performance program at Western Michigan University and received his 
Bachelor’s degree in Piano Performance in 2010 and his Master’s from University of Southern Maine. While at 
USM, Derek performed with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra and has been both a finalist and a 
winner of several competitions. Before moving to Maine, Derek was on the faculty of Crescendo Academy of 
Music and The Gilmore Piano Camp in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He has begun to specialize in the research, 
study and performance of obscure and neglected works from the early- to mid-twentieth century.


Ruth Matt: Ruth studied piano for 13 years between the ages of five and eighteen. As a teenager she 
accompanied choirs, instrumentalists, musicals, and the local ballet society in Princeton, NJ. At Cornell 
University, she accompanied private voice lessons and musicals.  While her major was in Spanish Literature 
and her career is now in investments and financial planning, music has always been a passion and inspiration. 
She enjoys collaborating with other musicians on any instrument with a current focus on piano duets. Ruth was 
a student of the late Richard Roberts. She and her husband have lived in Portland since 1988, and have one 
son, Peter.  She joined Rossini Club in 2011.

Leah Neuchiller: Leah began piano studies at age 9 and started college as a music major at Brandeis 
University, studying piano with the French pianist Evelyn Crochet.  While pursuing a career as a clinical social 
worker,  she continued playing piano as a passionate avocation.   After moving to Maine in 2006, she began 
studying piano with Laura Kargul at USM and earned a Master’s degree in Piano Pedagogy in 2015.   During 
that time she embarked on her second career of teaching piano at the French School of Maine, Friends School 
of Portland, and her home studio in Cumberland Foreside. She retired from teaching piano in 2022, but 
hopefully will never retire from playing!   Leah has been a member of the Rossini Club since 2012 and is 
currently serving on the Board as piano chairperson.



