
PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB
155th Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke	 	 	 	 	          	 	 	    3:00 PM 

Portland, Maine	 	 	 	  	           	   	           Sunday, November 9, 2025


Program

Trio for Horn, Piano and Oboe, Op. 188 Carl Reinecke (1824 – 1910) 
Allegro moderato
Scherzo (Molto vivace)
Adagio
Finale (Allegro ma non troppo)

Mark Braun, piano
 Seth Blank, horn 

Stephen Schiffman, clarinet

Montagues and Capulets (Romeo and Juliet, Op. 75, No. 6)        Sergei Prokofi
Intermezzo in E-fl
Impromptu in G-fl
Prelude in B minor, Op. 32, No. 10	 	 	 	 	 


Joseph Stacy, piano*


Musical Moment, Op. 94, No. 3 in F minor           Franz Schubert (1797 – 1828)
Elegy for the Victims of the Earthquake and Tsunami     Nobuyuki Tsujii (1988 – )
What a Wonderful World    by Bob Thiele (as “George Douglas") and George David Weiss

Mark Braun, piano

* Guest


We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance

Our next program will take place here Sunday, January 18, at 3:00 pm


Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs 


President	 	 	 	 	    	                Jonathan Prak

Program Chair	 	 	 	    	             Dermot Bostock 




Seth Blank, horn: Seth has played horn since elementary school in New York. He participated 
in a wide variety of symphonic, opera, chamber and solo work while attending Boston 
University for both undergraduate and Medical School. Since settling in Maine in 1992, he has 
played with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra, the Maine State Ballet Orchestra and the 
Centennial Brass Band and substitutes in the Midcoast Symphony Orchestra. Seth is a 
physician in the Portland area and has been a member of Rossini Club since 2004.


Mark Braun, piano: Mark grew up in Minneapolis, MN, moved to Chicago at age 28 and 
arrived here in Maine on the winds of the blizzard of ’96.  He has been an active member of 
both the Marston-Kotzschmar Club and the Portland Rossini Club since 1996.  In past years, he 
has played a variety of music, including solo, four-hand and eight-hand piano compositions, 
and chamber music, including works for French horn and piano, clarinet and piano, trios for 
piano, French horn, and violin or clarinet, as well as works for voice and piano.  He writes his 
own program notes, finding that the process helps him to better understand and interpret the 
musical works he's performing.  


Stephen Schiffman, clarinet: Prior to moving to Portland, Steve, emeritus faculty member at 
Babson College and the F.W. Olin College of Engineering,  lived in Boston for 30 years and 
played with various ensembles and chamber music groups there. He has been playing the 
clarinet for 60 years and his teachers have included Sherman Friedland, Julie Vaverka and 
Thomas Hill. Also a member of the Marston-Kotzschmar Club, he joined Rossini Club in 2015.


Joseph Stacy, piano: Joseph is a newly minted resident of Southern Maine.  He has won prizes 
in piano solo and duet categories at local, state, and international competitions; delivered 
presentations at MTNA National Conferences and the National Conference on Keyboard 
Pedagogy; and he has participated in the Collaborative Piano Institute (Baton Rouge, LA), the 
AlpenKammerMuzik Festival (Liesing, Austria), the Eastman Leadership Academy (Rochester, 
NY), and the Classical Music Festival (Eisenstadt, Austria).  He graduated summa cum laude 
with his Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance/Pedagogy from Ohio University, where he 
was also presented with the Undergraduate Achievement in Music Award.  He then pursued 
studies at the University of British Columbia under the Faculty of Arts Graduate Fellowship, 
earning his Master of Music in Piano Performance.  He currently serves on faculty at the 
Portland Conservatory of Music.  During his few free hours of the week, he can usually be 
found running, hiking, or finding new spots to do his open water cold plunges.


Today’s Performers


