PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB
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The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 3:00 PM
Portland, Maine Sunday, January 19, 2024
President Jonathan Prak
Program Chair Susanna Adams

Richard Roberts Memorial Concert

Sonata Epica, Op. 53 Nikolai Medtner (1879 — 1971)
Mvt. 1 Introduzione: Andante meditamente — Allegro
Mia Bella D’ Augelli, violin*
Derek Herzer, piano

Sonata in D Hob. XVI:37 Franz Joseph Haydn (1732 — 1809)
Allegro con brio
Largo e sostenuto
Finale: Presto ma non troppo
Sonata in E major, K. 380 Domenico Scarlatti (1685 —1757)
Sonata in A major, K. 39
Eric Peppe, piano

Geheimes Fliistern hier und dort (6 Lieder, Op. 23) Clara Schumann (71819 — 1896)
A Bird Came Down the Walk Christopher Staknys (b. 1996 —)
Je te veux Erik Satie (1866 — 1925)

Annabeth Treadwell, soprano*
Christopher Staknys, piano

*Quest

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance
Our next program will take place here Sunday, February 23, at 3:00 pm
Many thanks to St. Luke's Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




Today’s Performers

Mia Bella D’ Augelli, violin: Mia is a violinist, teacher, and composer exploring a varied life of music-making.
On alternating days, she can be found getting into the musical weeds or improvising in solitude or with friends
and students, playing brand new chamber music alongside traditional classical repertoire, and on stage with the
Portland Symphony Orchestra. As an orchestral musician, she started playing in the back of the second violin
section at age 7 in her local community orchestra. She received a BA in Music Performance from Mills College
in 2014, studying with Gloria Justen, and continues to seek new perspectives, always learning within a practice
of deep listening and excitement. Mia Bella moved to Maine in 2019 from Oakland, California, after visiting
Portland once on tour with Redwood Tango Ensemble. She teaches out of her home studio in Standish as well
as through Gorham School of Music and the PSO Explorer's education program, and enjoys outdoor and
indoor adventures with her husband, Eric, and cat, Drogo.

Derek Herzer, piano: Originally from Gaylord, Michigan, Derek began teaching himself to play the piano at
the age of 17. He was accepted into the piano performance program at Western Michigan University and
received his bachelor’s degree in piano performance in 2010 and his Master’s from University of Southern
Maine. While at USM, Derek performed with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra and has been both a
finalist and a winner of several competitions. Before moving to Maine, Derek was on the faculty of Crescendo
Academy of Music and The Gilmore Piano Camp in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He has begun to specialize in the
research, study and performance of obscure and neglected works from the early- to mid-twentieth century.

Eric Peppe, piano: Eric Peppe has lived in Southern Maine all his life, graduating from the USM School of
Music with three degrees in music performance. He collaborates with musicians of all types, from students to
professionals, performing classical, chamber, and theater music. He is the organist at First Parish Gorham and
the accompanist for the Gorham Community Chorus. He is also a professional piano tuner-technician and a
recording engineer, specializing in on-location classical recording. He lives in Buxton with his wife Helen and
their dogs, cats, horses, donkeys, chickens, and Guinea hens.

Christopher Staknys, piano: Pianist and composer Christopher Staknys is a graduate of The Juilliard School
(2018) with a degree in solo piano performance. Allan Kozinn, former music critic for the New York Times,
praised his playing for its "dexterity and dramatic phrase shaping". He has appeared as both performer and
composer in cities such as New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Paris and Salzburg. He has participated in several
contemporary ensembles including AXIOM and the New Juilliard Ensemble, performing at venues such as
Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall. Christopher has won numerous competitions, including first prize at the
Steinway Society of Massachusetts Piano Competition and the Rivers School Concerto Competition. Artists he
has studied with include; Sergei Babayan, Robert Levin and Peter Serkin. He has also appeared on NPR’s
From The Top radio show. In 2021 he was selected as a Marcus Institute Fellow pianist for the Vocal Arts
department at Juilliard. He has also been vocal coach and pianist for Opera Maine and the Chautauqua Opera
Conservatory. Christopher has played for numerous operas and musicals including Don Giovanni, Cosi Fan
Tutte, The Merry Wives of Windsor, The Fall of the House of Usher, The Pirates of Penzance and Into the
Woods. For three summers he taught piano and electronic music at the Sitka Fine Arts Camp in Alaska to
children and young adults ranging from elementary to high school. He currently serves as music director for
First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church in Kennebunk, Maine. His interests include languages, (Lithuanian,
French, Italian, German, Ancient Greek) and reading.

Annabeth Treadwell, soprano: Annabeth is a first-year undergraduate vocal performance student at the
University of Southern Maine studying under Dr. Malinda Haslett. Originally from Auburn, Maine, Annabeth
grew up performing as a lead singer in multiple different local bands and ensembles across a variety of genres.
In 2024, Annabeth was a recipient of the Kim Strout Memorial Award and the Allen T Simons Music Award.
This spring, Annabeth will be performing in the Osher School of Music production of the opera Die
Fledermaus.



