
President	 	 	 	 	    	                Jonathan Prak

Program Chair	 	 	 	    	 	  Susanna Adams


The Power of  Song

PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB
154th  Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke	 	 	 	 	          	 	 	   3:00 PM

Portland, Maine	 	 	 	  	           	 	                Sunday, May 25, 2025

 

Orpheus With His Lute 	 	 	 	 

Ständchen, D957/4	 	 	 	 	 	 

Lied eines Schiffers a die Diskuren, Op. 65, D360	 	 	 

The Infinite Shining Heavens		 	 

The Astronomers	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


Bradley Krueger, tenor

Christopher Staknys, piano


Siete canciones populares españolas (Seven Spanish Folksongs) 	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


Madeline Darigan*, mezzo-soprano

Dr. Patricia Au*, piano


Songs of Hope, Freedom, and Justice	 	 	 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 

	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 		 	 	 


	 


* Guest
We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance


This is our final program for the season

Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs 


Sopranos

Sarah Bailey*

Julia Smucker*

Danielle Vayenas


Tenor

Stuart Bailey


Mezzo Sopranos/Altos

Susanna Adams

Dawn Anderson* 

Elizabeth Harmon

Patti Janums*


Baritone/Bass

Sheldon Bird*

John Philson*

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jota_(music)


Today’s Performers


Dr. Patricia Au, piano: Known for her vivacious energy, Patricia Au is a versatile collaborative pianist, music 
director, and educator. She has held positions at Boston Conservatory at Berklee, New England Conservatory, 
Boston University Tanglewood Institute, and Victoria Conservatory of Music, as well as conducted master 
classes at Bucknell University and New World School of the Arts. As music director, she has led productions at 
Boston Conservatory at Berklee, HeliosOpera, OperaHub, and Boston Opera Collaborative. A frequent 
interpreter of contemporary music, she has workshopped with living composers, including Sofia Gubaidulina 
and John Harbison. As an educator, Au served as resident teaching artist and education pianist for Boston Lyric 
Opera, where she realized her passion for introducing young people to opera as a storytelling art. Along with 
performing, she is equally comfortable as an arts administrator, having held positions with Vancouver 
International Song Institute and SongFest. 


Madeline Darigan, mezzo soprano: Rossini Club’s 2024 winner of our Littlefield Vocal Scholarship, 
Madeline, a Saco, Maine resident, is earning her Batchelor of Music in Voice Performance with Opera 
Emphasis at Boston Conservatory, in the studio of Dr. Rebecca Folsom. Prior to pursuing her degree, Madeline 
has enriched her musical studies at the Tanglewood and Schmidt vocal institutes and is now an active Schmidt 
Vocal Arts scholar, having been commended multiple times as a national semi-finalist in the Schmidt 
undergraduate competition. Madeline serves as music director for Boston Conservatory's Fenway Opera Club, 
creating opportunities for undergraduate singers and recent compositions. Her experience includes premiering 
the role of Daughter in L. Martindale’s After Eve, and Grandmother in Grigori Balasanyan’s Silent Tears. Her 
debut on the conservatory mainstage was last winter with a double bill of Ralph Vaughan William’s Riders to 
the Sea and Jodi Goble’s Whaling Women. Madeline will spend the summer as an Emerging Artist with the 
Seagle Festival.


Josie DiPhilippo, piano: A resident of South Portland, Josie has been studying piano for 20 years. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in piano performance and is working toward a master’s degree with Dr. Laura 
Kargul at the University of Southern Maine. She has performed in venues across New England as both a soloist 
and a chamber musician. Recently, she worked with the Choral Art Society to perform the Brahms Requiem 
arranged for piano four hands and choir. Josie worked with Opera in the Pines as the music director and pianist 
for their production of La Bohème and as a rehearsal pianist for their production of The Crucible. Josie was 
offered a graduate assistantship and worked with the Osher School of Music vocal department as a collaborator 
and accompanist.


Bradley Krueger, tenor: Bradley graduated with a B. A. in Vocal Performance from Union College and a M. 
Mus. in Choral Conducting from Andrews University. He studied at the Aspen Summer Music Festival’s Vocal 
Concert program with Paul Sperry. Vocal teachers include David Goulet, Mark St. Laurent, Ellen Chickering, 
and Richard Conrad. As an undergrad he performed extensively with the choir connected with the New 
England Youth Ensemble in venues such as Avery Fisher Hall, Cairo Opera House, Carnegie Hall, Cape Town 
City Hall, Hong Kong Conservatory, Kennedy Center, and Shanghai Conservatory. Chorally, he has performed 
at the Three Choirs Festival, sung with the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Vancouver Chamber Choir, and 
Westerkerkkoor, and studied at the Tallis Scholar Summer School directed by Peter Phillips. He has served as 
the Director of Choral Activities and vocal instructor at Lake Michigan College (MI) and Minister of Music at 
First Presbyterian Church of South Bend, (IN). As Interim Director of Choral Activities at Walla Walla 
University (WA), he prepared the University Chorale for the world premiere of John David Earnest’s 2nd 
Symphony (“The Hastening Light”) with the Walla Walla Symphony. Currently he is Director of Music at Old 
South Congregational Church in Hallowell, music teacher at Pine Tree Academy, and musician at Brunswick 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He plays trumpet with various ensembles including the Bowdoin College 
Concert Band; Freeport Coastal Winds; and Acadia Wind Ensemble.  


Christopher Staknys, piano: Christopher Staknys is a pianist and composer from Falmouth, ME. He 
graduated from Juilliard in 2018 with a B.M. in Piano Performance and has appeared as performer and 
composer in New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Paris, and Salzburg. Allan Kozinn, former music critic for the 
New York Times, praised his playing for its "dexterity and dramatic phrase shaping". As a member of 
contemporary ensembles such as AXIOM and the New Juilliard Ensemble, he has performed at venues 
including Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall. Chris has won numerous competitions including First Prize in 
the Hanna Powell Memorial Competition, the Steinway Society of Massachusetts Piano Competition, and the 
Rivers School Concerto Competition, and has appeared on NPR’s “From The Top” radio show. In 2021 he was 
selected as a Marcus Institute Fellow pianist for the Vocal Arts Department at Juilliard. Currently Chris serves 
as Music Director for First Parish UU Church in Kennebunk, and Collaborative Pianist at OperaMaine and 
USM. In his spare time he enjoys spending time with his cat.



