
Slavonic Dance, Op. 64, No. 4, in F Major         Antonin Dvorak (1841 – 1904) 

Ruth Matt, piano 

Claudia Keyian, piano  

 

Evening Calm                                                          York Bowen (1884 – 1961) 

Derek Herzer, piano 

 

He Leadeth Me                                            William B. Bradbury (1816 – 1868) 

Be Still My Soul                                       Katharina von Schlegel (1697 – 1777) 

All the Way My Savior Leads Me                         Fanny J. Crosby (1820 – 1915) 

Ryan Slocum, organ 

  

“Buying Lumber” from The Sims                        Jerry Martin (1965 – Present) 

“If  You Really See Eurydice” from The Sims               Marc Russo (Unknown) 

Jonathan Prak, piano 

 

Symphony No. 40 in G Minor          Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 – 1791) 

     I. Molto Allegro 

Ruth Matt, piano 

Leah Neuchiller, piano 

Our next program will take

place here on: 

Sunday, February 22, at

3:00 p.m.  

Many thanks to St. Luke’s

Cathedral for the use of  their

facilities for our programs!

Interested in becoming a member?

Visit www.rossiniclub.org or call us at 207-321-1671

Portland Rossini Club‌
155TH SEASON

The Cathedral Church of  St. Luke                                                     3:00 PM

Portland, Maine                                                        Sunday, January 18, 2026 

 

          President                                                   Jonathan Prak  

          Program Chair                                      Dermot Bostock 

Program

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of  each performance.  



About Richard Roberts [1933-2016]

Richard Roberts, Professor of  Music Emeritus at the University of  New

England, taught at its constituent, Westbrook College, for forty-one years. He

held baccalaureate and master’s degrees in piano from the Juilliard School,

where his principal teacher was the English pianist, Katherine Bacon. 

He gave solo recitals at both campuses of  the University of  New England, at

the Gorham campus of  the University of  Southern Maine, and at Bates and

Bowdoin Colleges. Other Maine recitals occurred at the Blaine House in

Augusta, the Portland Museum of  Art, and at the former City Hall

Auditorium in Portland.

He presented solo recitals at Mary Baldwin College in Virginia, Marymount

College, and International House in New York City, and at Boston’s Isabella

Stewart Gardner Museum.

As a collaborative artist, he appeared at the former Carnegie Recital Hall in

New York, Boston University, Boston’s Gardner Museum, the Portland

Museum of  Art, and at Brandeis University. A former keyboardist and

program annotator with the Portland Symphony Orchestra, he appeared in

five solo performances with them as well as twice with the former Gorham

Chamber Orchestra of  USM, where he was a visiting instructor for ten years.

Roberts taught at Westbrook College’s Elderhostel program for twelve years,

creating such courses as The Social History of  the Piano, How to Hear the Piano, The

Piano as Guide Through the Labyrinth of  Twentieth Century Music, and Why I Play It

This Way: Lectures Before Recitals.

He gave lecture-recitals at Boston University’s Tanglewood Institute and – for

the Music Teachers National Association – at the University of  Hartford, the

University of  Lowell, the University of  Maine at Orono and in Portland.

His association with the Portland Rossini Club dated back to 1949, when he

appeared at a program with his teacher (and Club member), the late Florence

Libby. He joined the Club in 2002. Over the years, he served as Recording

Secretary, Chair of  the Candidate Committee, and Chair of  the Piano

Committee. He has appeared at almost all of  the Club’s several venues; the

former Frye Hall on Spring Street, the YWCA on Spring Street, McAuley

Auditorium on Stevens Avenue, Moulton Theater at Westbrook College, at

Trinity Episcopal Church, Woodfords Congregational Church, and St. Luke’s

Cathedral.



Derek Herzer, piano: Originally from Gaylord, Michigan, Derek began teaching

himself  to play the piano at the age of  17. He was accepted into the piano performance

program at Western Michigan University and received his bachelor’s degree in piano

performance in 2010 and his Master's from University of  Southern Maine. While at

USM, Derek performed with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra and has been

both a finalist and a winner of  several competitions. Before moving to Maine, Derek was

on the faculty of  Crescendo Academy of  Music and The Gilmore Piano Camp in

Kalamazoo, Michigan. He has begun to specialize in the research, study and

performance of  obscure and neglected works from the early- to mid-twentieth century. 

 

Claudia Keyian, piano: Claudia holds a Bachelor of  Music degree from Westminster

College, with a major in piano, minors in both organ and voice, and a concentration in

choral conducting. In addition to running a piano studio in her home, she serves as

organist and/or cantor for several churches of  various denominations. Claudia has had

the great honor and privilege of  studying piano with Lisa Papili of  the Manhattan

School of  Music as well as Randall Hodgkinson of  the Boston Chamber Music Society.

Claudia loves chamber music and is excited about collaborating with other musicians.

She joined the Rossini Club in 2025.

Ruth Matt, piano: Ruth studied piano for 13 years between the ages of  five and

eighteen. As a teenager, she accompanied choirs, instrumentalists, musicals, and the local

ballet society in Princeton, NJ. At Cornell University, she accompanied private voice

lessons and musicals. While her major was in Spanish Literature and her career is now in

investments and financial planning, music has always been a passion and inspiration. She

enjoys collaborating with other musicians on any instrument with a current focus on

piano duets. Ruth was a student of  the late Richard Roberts. She and her husband have

lived in Portland since 1988, and have one son, Peter. She joined the Rossini Club in

2011. 

 

Leah Neuchiller, piano:   Leah began piano studies at age 9 and started college as a

music major at Brandeis University, studying piano with the French pianist Evelyn

Crochet.  While pursuing a career as a clinical social worker, she continued playing piano

as a passionate avocation. After moving to Maine in 2006, she began studying piano with

Laura Kargul at USM and earned a Master's degree in Piano Pedagogy in 2015. During

that time, she embarked on her second career of  teaching piano at the French School of

Maine, Friends School of  Portland, and her home studio in Cumberland Foreside. She

retired from teaching piano in 2022, but hopefully she will never retire from playing!

Leah has been a member of  the Rossini Club since 2012 and is currently serving on the

board as piano chairperson. 

Today’s Performers



Jonathan Pekdey Prak, piano: Jonathan is a Saco native currently living in Portland. He’s

been playing the piano since he was 6 yrs. old and studied with the late Colette Kelly of

Québec, Canada. Jonathan studies with Dr. Laura Kargul at the Osher School of  Music at

the University of  Southern Maine (USM). He received his Bachelor's Degree in

Performance and is currently studying for his Graduate Degree in Performance. Jonathan

appeared as a repeated guest soloist for the Portland Rossini Club before becoming a

member in 2018, of  which he is proudly the current President. He was a featured soloist

for the USM Annual Scholarship Gala in 2014 and 2021 and was selected to perform for

the USM Honors Recital in 2014 and 2015. He has won numerous competitions and

scholarships such as the Bob Crewe Foundation Scholarship, Federal Pell Grant, Chester

Cook Scholarship, Newell A. Augur Scholarship, Anne Gannett Piano Scholarship in 2015,

Lucia Wright Piano Scholarship 2015 and 2016, Brian McGorrill Memorial Scholarship in

2018, and Hanna Powell Scholarship in 2022. Jonathan participated in masterclasses under

the instruction of  Andrius Žlabys, Steve Pane and Yuri “Lily” Funahashi on works for two

pianos, and Grammy-nominated cellist Matt Haimovitz for chamber duo for a colleague's

composition. He loves playing works by Mozart, Chopin, Liszt, Ravel and Prokofiev, just

to name a few. Vigorous Tenderness is an outdoor concert series started by violist Kal

Sugatski that is scheduled every equinox and solstice, and Jonathan has been a recurring

performer known for the infamous “Piano Burning” by Annea Lockwood for the Winter

Solstice concerts. Outside the world of  music, Jonathan has a knack for learning languages

and is proficient in French, is a gourmande, enjoys adventures and traveling, running, and

helps run a dental office in Yarmouth. 

 

Ryan Slocum, piano: Ryan began piano lessons at the age of  twelve with Ashley Tardif.

After entering Pine Tree Academy, he studied with Doris Krueger, adding organ in his

junior year. While at Pine Tree Academy, Ryan also sang in the choir, played euphonium in

the band, and rang English handbells. As a member of  the Bell Ringers, he performed

frequently around Maine and was a part of  their tour to Quebec and they have performed

three “Christmas With Kennerley” concerts at Merrill Auditorium in Portland, ME. In

2021, Ryan won a top scholarship in the Kotzschmar Organ Memorial Trust Scholarship

Competition. He has performed on the organ at Methuen Memorial Music Hall in 2022

for the Young Organist Concert being featured on the organ program “Pipedreams Live”.

He performed again for the Young Organist Concert in 2024. 

 

A prolific arranger and composer, he writes for choir as well as for piano, organ, handbells,

concert band, and strings; he also enjoys improvising on the hymns during worship

services. Ryan attends the University of  Southern Maine, where he is a music major and

studies organ with Justin Murphy-Mancini, previously studying with Christopher Pelonzi. 

 

He is Director of  Music at the Seventh-day Adventist Church of  Oxford, ME, and serves

as organist at the Auburn United Methodist Church and West Auburn Congregational

Church. He is the piano accompanist of  the Pine Tree Academy PreK -12th grade choirs.

He frequently substitutes as pianist for other area churches. He is an active performing

member of  the Portland Rossini and Marston Kotzschmar music clubs 


