
Sonata in G minor, BWV 1020                                         Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

I. Allegro

Sonata in E minor, BWV 1034 

III. Andante

Partita in A minor, BWV 1013 

III. Sarabande

IV. Bourrée angloise

Histoire du Tango                                                                        Ástor Piazzolla (1921-1992)

I. Bordel, 1900

II. Café, 1930

Pièce en forme de habanera                                                           Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)

Entr'acte                                                                                         Jacques Ibert (1890-1962)

John Ross, flute

Paul Kneller, guitar

A New Life (from Jekyll and Hyde)                                           Frank Wildhorn (1958-Present)

Il est doux, il est bon (from Herodiade)                                          Jules Massenet (1842-1912)

All that Gold                                                                        Gian Carlo Mennoti (1911-2007)

Eternal Life                                                                                   Olive Dungan (1903-1997)

Torrey Gimpel, soprano

Jonathan Prak, piano
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p.m.  
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Program

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of  each performance.  



Torrey Gimpel, soprano: Torrey has a Bachelor's degree from Carroll University in

Vocal Performance and Philosophy of  Religion, a Master’s degree from Westminster

Choir College with an emphasis in Vocal Pedagogy, and a Master's degree in Music

Therapy and Counseling from Drexel University. She has had the privilege to have

performed under the direction of  Christoph Eschenbach, Franz Welser-Möst, Neeme

Järvi. 

In the Philadelphia area, she worked as a board-certified music therapist, maintained a

private voice studio, and performed as a guest soloist for various churches and choirs until

the fall of  2017 when she moved back to Maine. She currently maintains a small private

practice as a board-certified music therapist and works full time as a Conditionally

Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor while pursuing performance opportunities. 

Torrey has had the opportunity to be a guest soloist throughout central Maine, has sung

as a soloist for the Maine Music Society performance of  Judas Maccabeus, and performed

with Opera Maine as a member of  the chorus for the production of  Die Vliegende

Hollander in 2022 and for the recent production of  Aida under the direction of  Maestro

Israel Gursky. She joined Portland Rossini Club in 2018 and currently serves as Secretary

of  the Executive Board.

Paul Kneller, guitar: Paul holds a Bachelor of  Music in Performance from the University

of  Southern Maine. He studied classical guitar with two prominent teachers in the

Portland, Maine area, John Johnstone and Keith Crook.

While studying at the university, he participated in a Master Class with Lily Afshar and

performed in the 41st Honors Recital.

Apart from solo performances, he has had the opportunity to play with a variety of

different instrumentalists. He has performed and recorded with groups outside the

classical realm, focusing on noise, punk, and lo-fi aesthetics.

Since 2017, Paul has been teaching guitar in southern Maine. Paul joined the faculty of  the

Portland Conservatory in 2021

Jonathan Pekdey Prak, piano: Jonathan has been playing the piano since he was 6 yrs.

old and studied with the late Colette Kelly of  Québec, Canada. Jonathan studies with Dr.

Laura Kargul at the Osher School of  Music at the University of  Southern Maine. He

received his Bachelor's Degree in Performance and is currently studying for his Graduate

Degree in Performance. 

Jonathan appeared as a guest soloist for the Portland Rossini Club before becoming a

member in 2018, and is proudly the current President. He was a featured soloist for the

USM Annual Scholarship Gala (2014 and 2021) and was selected to perform for the USM

Honors Recital (2014 and 2015).                                                              Cont. on page 3
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He has won numerous competitions and scholarships such as the Bob Crewe Foundation

Scholarship, Federal Pell Grant, Chester Cook Scholarship, Newell A. Augur Scholarship,

Anne Gannett Piano Scholarship (2015), Lucia Wright Piano Scholarship (2015 and 2016),

Brian McGorrill Memorial Scholarship (2018), and Hanna Powell Scholarship (2022). 

Jonathan has been a recurring performer at Vigorous Tenderness, an outdoor concert

series started by violist Kal Sugatski that is scheduled every equinox and solstice, and

known for the infamous “Piano Burning” by Annea Lockwood. Outside the world of

music, Jonathan has a knack for learning languages and is proficient in French, is a

gourmande, enjoys adventures and traveling, running, and helps run a dental office in

Yarmouth. 

 

John Ross, flute: John is an accomplished soloist, educator, chamber musician, and

orchestral performer. He is on the faculty and administration of  the Portland

Conservatory of  Music in Maine and serves as Artist Faculty at the University of

Southern Maine’s Osher School of  Music. He has previously served on the faculties of

Cottey College and West Virginia State University. He also performs in the summers with

the Taneycomo Festival Orchestra in Branson, MO and has taught on the faculties of

Sparrow Music Camp in High Springs, FL, the Florida State University Summer Music

Camps, and Music for the Sake of  Music (MFSOM) in Green Bay, WI. 

A versatile performer, Dr. Ross has given numerous performances throughout North and

Central America, and Europe, and in such venues as the John F. Kennedy Center for the

Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. and the Lucerna Great Hall in Prague, Czech

Republic. He is currently the flutist with Wild Prairie Winds, a professional wind quintet.

He has also been principal flute of  the orchestra for MFSOM, the Italian-American

Opera Festival Orchestra (CA), the Charleston Chamber Orchestra (WV), and has also

performed with the Topeka Symphony, the Muncie Symphony, Tallahassee Symphony,

and the Charleston Light Opera Guild. Dr. Ross has appeared as faculty soloist with the

WVSU Wind Ensemble, the Cottey College Wind Ensemble, and the orchestra of

MFSOM. He has also been a featured soloist with the FSU Symphonic Band and the

Butler Philharmonic Orchestra in Hamilton, OH. His flute ensemble Silver Lining Flutes

toured around Costa Rica in spring 2017, performing and giving masterclasses as part of

the Promising Artists of  the 21st Century series. His folk trios, Cuttin' Bracken and

Rakish Ramblers, have performed throughout northern Florida, including multiple

performances at the Florida Folk Festival in White Springs, FL. 

Dr. Ross attended West Virginia University, Ball State University, and Florida State

University, studying with Joyce Catalfano, Thomas Godfrey, Francesca Arnone, Mihoko

Watanabe, and Eva Amsler. He is also pursuing a certification in body mapping through

the Association for Body Mapping Education, studying with Amy Likar.


