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Anthony Ayer, piano: Anthony hails from Lisbon, Maine, and has been

playing the piano for almost 10 years. He is currently a sophomore at the

University of  Southern Maine where he studies with Dr. Laura Kargul.

Among his favorite composers are Beethoven, Schubert, and Brahms.

Grant Kelly, piano: Grant is a piano performance major in his junior

year at the Osher School of  Music. He studies solo piano with Laura

Kargul and chamber music with Anastasia Antonacos. Originally from

Missouri, he spent a significant portion of  his childhood in North

Carolina, where he began piano lessons with his father, Tim Kelly, at the

age of  five. At eight, he expanded his musical education by starting violin

lessons, later studying under Calin Lupanu, the concertmaster of  the

Charlotte Symphony Orchestra.

Following his family's move to Lewiston in 2009, Grant continued his

violin studies with Susanna Macomber and currently studies violin with

Ronald Lantz and viola with Graybert Beacham. His skills as a pianist led

him to be named a winner in the OSOM Honors Recital auditions for

both 2024 and 2025. Grant also performed in the 2024 Portland Piano

Extravaganza, held at the Cathedral Church of  St. Luke in Portland. In

March 2025, he participated in a piano master class conducted by

acclaimed pianist Conrad Tao, co-sponsored by Portland Ovations and

the Osher School of  Music. Grant currently resides in Turner with his

wife Hilde and their five young children. 

Claudia Keyian, piano: Claudia holds a Bachelor of  Music degree from

Westminster College, with a major in piano, minors in both organ and

voice, and a concentration in choral conducting. In addition to running a

piano studio in her home, she serves as organist and/or cantor for several

churches of  various denominations. Claudia has had the great honor and

privilege of  studying piano with Lisa Papili of  the Manhattan School of

Music as well as Randall Hodgkinson of  the Boston Chamber Music

Society. Claudia loves chamber music and is excited about collaborating

with other musicians. She joined the Rossini Club in 2025.  

Jonathan Pekdey Prak, piano: Jonathan has been playing the piano

since he was 6 yrs. old and studied with the late Colette Kelly of  Québec,

Canada. Jonathan studies with Dr. Laura Kargul at the Osher School of

Music at the University of  Southern Maine. He received his Bachelor's

Degree in Performance and is currently studying for his Graduate Degree

in Performance. Jonathan appeared as a guest soloist for                  Cont.

Today’s Performers



the Portland Rossini Club before becoming a member in 2018, and is

proudly the current President. He was a featured soloist for the USM

Annual Scholarship Gala (2014 and 2021) and was selected to perform

for the USM Honors Recital (2014 and 2015). He has won numerous

competitions and scholarships such as the Bob Crewe Foundation

Scholarship, Federal Pell Grant, Chester Cook Scholarship, Newell A.

Augur Scholarship, Anne Gannett Piano Scholarship (2015), Lucia

Wright Piano Scholarship (2015 and 2016), Brian McGorrill Memorial

Scholarship (2018), and Hanna Powell Scholarship (2022). 

Jonathan has been a recurring performer at Vigorous Tenderness, an

outdoor concert series started by violist Kal Sugatski that is scheduled

every equinox and solstice, and known for the infamous “Piano Burning”

by Annea Lockwood. Outside the world of  music, Jonathan has a knack

for learning languages and is proficient in French, is a gourmande, enjoys

adventures and traveling, running, and helps run a dental office in

Yarmouth. 

Oren Lucerne Varess, piano: Oren is a classical pianist, collaborator,

and educator from Portland. They have been performing and teaching

throughout the state since the age of  fourteen. They have won awards

for their solo performances including the Anne Gannet Scholarship

Competition, the Hanna Powell Memorial Competition, and the Rossini

Club’s Lucia A. Wright competition, along with numerous awards and

recognition during their academic studies. Oren holds a bachelor’s (‘20)

and master’s (‘24) degree in performance from the Osher School of

Music at the University of  Southern Maine where they studied with Dr.

Laura Kargul. While at USM, they participated in master classes with

Conrad Tao, Andrius Žlabys, Mark Gibson, and Inon Barnaton. More

recently, Oren was a featured performer in Kal Sugatski’s Vigorous

Tenderness outdoor concert series. In 2024, they performed Beethoven’s

Piano Concerto No. 4, with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra at

Merrill Auditorium. Oren also has a special connection to the Rossini

Club through their great-great-aunt Priscilla Morneault. 
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