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We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of  each performance.  



Susanna Adams, viola: Susanna made the switch from violin to viola in 1999. She is a

graduate of  Smith College and holds masters degrees in history from Harvard and Berkeley.

She was a Maine registered landscape architect. She obtained a B.S. in Music Education from

USM in 1997.  She is a member of  the Woodfords Church choir and the Southern Maine

Symphony Orchestra where she plays viola. She is co-chair of  the Advisory Council of  the

Portland Conservatory of  Music. Susanna has been a member of  Rossini Club since 2009 and

currently serves as Vice President for Scholarships.

Katherine Berry, cello: Katherine was ten when she began studying with the late Katherine

Hatch Graffam, Rossini Club member and principal cellist of the Portland Symphony

Orchestra. When she was 16, she played with the Portland Symphony Orchestra under Arthur

Lipkin and Paul Vermel. She graduated from The Northern Conservatory of Music in Bangor

in 1971. While attending college she played in the Bangor Symphony Orchestra under Peter Re.

She studied cello with Marian Heller of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, who was then cellist

with the now well-known Portland String Quartet. A resident of Portland, Katherine has played

in the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra under Robert Lehmann. She has also played at

many weddings with string quartets throughout New England and is a proud member of Ladies

of Note string quartet. Katherine also enjoys singing in her church choir and in Gorham

Community Chorus. She enjoys traveling, walking, and snowshoeing with her husband, Jim, and

many grandchildren. 

Steven Blumenthal, piano: Steven studied piano at Columbia University with the late Niels

Østbye, a student of  Edwin Fischer. While pursuing his medical education and later directing a

pediatrics emergency room in New York City, Steven continued post-graduate music studies at

Columbia University and at the Aaron Copland School of  Music at Queens College. He

participated in master classes with Jeanne-Marie Darré. He now lives in Cape Elizabeth with

wife and PSO violinist/teacher Holly Ovenden, and recently retired from pediatrics practice in

Portland. Steve has been a member of  the Rossini Club since 2009.

Michael Bostock, piano: Michael is a second-year undergraduate pianist at the Royal

Northern College of  Music, where he studies under Simon Callaghan. Before studying in

Manchester, he was a student of  Naydene Bowder at the Portland Conservatory of  Music and

has been playing the piano since 2012. Alongside his performance career, he has also been the

music director for several churches. Michael was the pianist for the Portland Youth Symphony

Orchestra for two years and has performed in the Portland Conservatory of  Music’s Noonday

Concert Series, as well as the Marston-Kotzschmar and Rossini music clubs. In 2023, he won First

Prize in the Pine Tree Music Competition (Senior Piano Division). In 2024, Michael won First

Prize in the Bangor Symphony Orchestra’s 43rd Annual High School Concerto Competition

and performed as the featured soloist with the Bangor Symphony Orchestra, performing

Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in F major, Op. 102. He was also a winner of  the 2024

Osher School of  Music Biennial Concerto Competition, and in 2026 was a finalist in the

RNCM Concerto Competition, performing the rarely heard Piano Concerto by Anton

Arensky.For his first-year recital at the Royal Northern College of  Music, Michael received the

award for the most outstanding performance across the first- and second-year pianists.

In November, 2026, Michael will be performing Sergei Rachmaninov’s 2nd Piano Concerto

with the English Schools Orchestra in London, England. 

Betsy Hooper, violin: Music has always been an essential element in Betsy’s life. She began

playing the violin as a young child but never wanted to pursue it as a career. She continued to

play music in college while studying Electrical Engineering and later, Architecture. During this

time, she became interested in folk music and dance, playing Scottish, Irish, and Swedish

traditional dance music. She also dabbled in learning how to play various types of  folk

instruments such as the bagpipe and hurdy-gurdy. Upon retirement, she moved to Maine and

has been performing with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra under the direction of  

Dr. Robert Lehmann with whom she has taken several violin lessons. She also joined 

   another musical group called “Fiddle-icious” with Don Roy as director. Her latest 

       musical venture is working with the all ladies quartet, “The Ladies of  Note.”       

Today’s Performers



Eleanor Lehmann, violin: Eleanor began her musical studies on violin at the age of  5

with John M. Ray in San Francisco, California. She then attended the San Francisco

Conservatory of  Music where she studied with Jack O'Brian (Griller String Quartet) and

Marion Ford. In college, she studied viola and chamber music with Ference Molnar,

principal violist with the San Francisco Symphony. In 1963, she received a degree in music

education and performance from San Francisco State University and joined the teaching

force for the public school system of  S.F. as a music teacher for one year. Shortly

thereafter, she and her husband were offered an opportunity to move to Mexico City

where she taught violin/viola at the Conservatorio Nacional de Mexico and performed

with many of  the professional orchestras of  the region. In 1975, she along with her family

spent a year living in Holland where she was active in the musical community of

Nijmeggen as violist in chamber orchestras and as soloist. In 1986, she returned to

California where she took music education classes at the University of  Pacific in Stockton

and played the viola in the Merced, Modesto and Stockton Symphonies before entering

the teaching force for the Merced City School District. In 2003, she moved to Maine and

began teaching both violin and viola in her studio and at the Portland Conservatory of

Music. In 2007, she initiated violin classes at USM, Portland, for the Osher Lifelong

Learning Institute. Today, she is an active member of  both the Portland Rossini and

Marston-Kotzschmar Music Clubs of  Portland, and served as President for both.

Jonathan Pekdey Prak, piano: Jonathan has been playing the piano since he was 6 yrs

old and studied with the late Colette Kelly of  Québec, Canada. He received his Bachelor's

Degree in Performance and is currently studying for his Graduate Degree with Dr. Laura

Kargul at the Osher School of  Music at the University of  Southern Maine (USM).

Jonathan appeared as a repeated guest soloist for the Portland Rossini Club before

becoming a member in 2018, and is proudly the current President. He was a featured

soloist for the USM Annual Scholarship Gala in 2014 and 2021 and was selected to

perform for the USM Honors Recital in 2014 and 2015. He has won numerous

competitions and scholarships such as the Bob Crewe Foundation Scholarship, Federal

Pell Grant, Chester Cook Scholarship, Newell A. Augur Scholarship, Anne Gannett Piano

Scholarship in 2015, Lucia Wright Piano Scholarship 2015 and 2016, Brian McGorrill

Memorial Scholarship in 2018, and Hanna Powell Scholarship in 2022. Jonathan

participated in masterclasses under the instruction of  Andrius Žlabys, Steve Pane and Yuri

“Lily” Funahashi on works for two pianos, and Grammy-nominated cellist Matt

Haimovitz for chamber duo for a colleague's composition. Vigorous Tenderness is an

outdoor concert series started by violist Kal Sugatski that is scheduled every equinox and

solstice, and Jonathan has been a recurring performer known for the infamous “Piano

Burning” by Annea Lockwood for the Winter Solstice concerts. Outside the world of

music, Jonathan has a knack for learning languages, is a gourmande, enjoys adventures and

traveling, running, and helps run a dental office in Yarmouth.

Ben Powers, cello: Ben grew up in Massachusetts and played cello as a youngster, but

never took it seriously. He spent 33 years teaching high school English in Massachusetts,

Maryland, Pennsylvania, and California. After he retired in 2022 and realized a long term

goal of  moving to Maine, he decided to take up the cello again after a brief  39 year hiatus

and considers it to be one of  the best decisions he ever made. For the past 4 years he has

been studying with John Bennett, to whom he gratefully attributes any small progress he

has made.
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