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The Cathedral Church of St. Luke Sunday, May 24, 2026
Portland, Maine 3:00 PM

/ Portland Rossini Club

President Jonathan Prak
Program Chair Dermot Bostock

Program

String Quartet in D major, No. 2 Alexander Borodin (1833-1887)
I. Allegro moderato
II. Scherzo: Allegro
III. Notturno: Andante
IV. Finale: Andante - Vivace
Ladies of Note
Eleanor Lehmann, 1st violin
Betsy Hooper, 2nd violin
Susanna Adams, viola
Katherine Berry, cello

Etude in A flat major, Op. 25, No. 1 Frederic Chopin (1810-1849)
Etude in F minor, Op. 25, No. 2

Prelude and Fugue in G Major, BWV 860, No. 15 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Mark Braun, piano

Hermit Thrush, Op. 92 Amy Marcy Cheney Beach (1867-1944)
I. A Hermit Thrush at Eve
II. A Hermit Thrush at Morn
Josie DiPhilippo, piano

6 Morceaux, Op. 11 Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)
1. Barcarolle
II. Scherzo
III. Théme russe
IV. Valse
V. Romance
VLI Glory
Josie DiPhilippo, piano primo
Abigail Neilson, piano secondo

*

We request that the andience reserve its applanse until the end of each performance.

Interested in becoming a member?
Visit www.rossiniclub.org or call us at 207-321-1671




Today’s Performers

Susanna Adams, viola: Susanna made the switch from violin to viola in 1999. She is a
graduate of Smith College and holds masters degrees in history from Harvard and Berkeley.
She was a Maine registered landscape architect. She obtained a B.S. in Music Education
from USM in 1997. She is a member of the Woodfords Church choir and the Southern
Maine Symphony Orchestra where she plays viola. She is co-chair of the Advisory Council
of the Portland Conservatory of Music. Susanna has been a member of Rossini Club since
2009 and currently serves as Vice President for Scholarships.

Katherine Berry, cello: Katherine was ten when she began studying with the late Katherine
Hatch Graffam, Rossini Club member and principal cellist of the Portland Symphony
Orchestra. When she was 106, she played with the Portland Symphony Orchestra under Arthur
Lipkin and Paul Vermel. She graduated from The Northern Conservatory of Music in Bangor in
1971. While attending college she played in the Bangor Symphony Orchestra under Peter Re.
She studied cello with Marian Heller of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, who was then cellist
with the now well-known Portland String Quartet. A resident of Portland, Katherine has played
in the Southern Maine Symphony Otrchestra under Robert Lehmann. She has also played at
many weddings with string quartets throughout New England and is 2 proud member of Ladies
of Note string quartet. Katherine also enjoys singing in her church choir and in Gorham
Community Chorus. She enjoys traveling, walking, and snowshoeing with her husband, Jim, and
many grandchildren.

Mark Braun, piano: Mark grew up in Minneapolis, MN, moved to Chicago at age 28 and
arrived here in Maine on the winds of the blizzard of ’96. He has been an active member of
both the Marston-Kotzschmar Club and the Portland Rossini Club since 1996. In past years, he
has played a variety of music, including solo, four-hand and eight-hand piano compositions, and
chamber music, including works for French horn and piano, clarinet and piano, trios for piano,
French horn, and violin or clarinet, as well as works for voice and piano. He writes his own
program notes, finding that the process helps him to better understand and interpret the
musical wotks he's performing. He served on the Board of the Portland Consetvatory of
Music. In his professional life, he is an internist and geriatrician in solo practice in Scarborough.

Josie DiPhilippo, piano: Josie is a musician from South Portland, Maine and has been
studying piano for over 20 years. She received a bachelor’s and master’s degree in piano
performance with Dr. Laura Kargul at the University of Southern Maine. Currently, she holds a
studio of 30 piano students at 317 Main Community Music School. Recently, she accepted a
position as the co-music director at the First Congregational Church UCC in South Portland.

Josie has performed in venues across New England as both a soloist and a chamber musician,
working with organizations such as Opera Maine, the Choral Arts Society, Opera in the Pines,
and the Monteux Music Festival. She was offered a graduate assistantship and worked with the
Osher School of Music vocal department as a collaborator and accompanist. She was the
associate music director for USM’s production of Nine (2022) and the assistant music director
for their production of Into the Woods (2023). Josie has been a choral accompanist in the
Scarborough school system since 2019. Josie enjoys promoting classical music through
community outreach and spent three years working as the community coordinator for the
Portland Symphony Orchestra to present musical events for all ages.

Honors include first prize in the Hannah Powell Competition, winner of the USM Concerto
Competition (2018, 2020, and 2022), first prize in the Ocy Downs Competition, first prize in
the Pine Tree Piano Competition, winner of the USM Youth Ensemble Scholarship
Competition, second prize in the Lucia A. Wright piano competition, recipient of the Frank
Glazer Award and recipient of the Kotzschmar Memorial Trust Scholarship. She was also a
featured performer in the USM Scholarship Gala (2017, 2019, 2022, and 2023) and the USM
Honors Recital (2018-2020).




*

Betsy Hooper, violin: Music has always been an essential element in Betsy’s life. She began
playing the violin as a young child but never wanted to pursue it as a career. She continued
to play music in college while studying Electrical Engineering and later, Architecture.
During this time, she became interested in folk music and dance, playing Scottish, Irish, and
Swedish traditional dance music. She also dabbled in learning how to play various types of
folk instruments such as the bagpipe and hurdy-gurdy. Upon retirement, she moved to
Maine and has been performing with the Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra under the
direction of Dr. Robert Lehmann with whom she has taken several violin lessons. She also
joined another musical group called “Fiddle-icious” with Don Roy as director. Her latest
musical venture is working with the all ladies quartet, “The Ladies of Note.”

Eleanor Lehmann, violin: Eleanor began her musical studies on violin at the age of 5
with John M. Ray in San Francisco, California. She then attended the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music where she studied with Jack O'Brian (Griller String Quartet) and
Marion Ford. In college, she studied viola and chamber music with Ference Molnar,
principal violist with the San Francisco Symphony. In 1963, she received a degree in music
education and performance from San Francisco State University and joined the teaching
force for the public school system of S.F. as a music teacher for one year. Shortly thereafter,
she and her husband were offered an opportunity to move to Mexico City where she taught
violin/viola at the Conservatorio Nacional de Mexico and petformed with many of the
professional orchestras of the region. In 1975, she along with her family spent a year living
in Holland where she was active in the musical community of Nijmeggen as violist in
chamber orchestras and as soloist. In 19806, she returned to California where she took music
education classes at the University of Pacific in Stockton and played the viola in the
Merced, Modesto and Stockton Symphonies before entering the teaching force for the
Merced City School District. In 2003, she moved to Maine and began teaching both violin
and viola in her studio and at the Portland Conservatory of Music. In 2007, she initiated
violin classes at USM, Portland, for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. Today, she is an
active member of both the Portland Rossini and Marston-Kotzschmar Music Clubs of
Portland, and served as President for both.

Abigail Neilson, piano: Abigail is from Manchester, New Hampshire, and received her
mastet's degree in piano pedagogy in the spring of 2025 at the University of Southern
Maine Osher School of Music. She also earned her bachelot's degree in piano pedagogy at
USM. Her teachers have been Laura Kargul in piano and Christine Kissack in pedagogy
studies, and prior to USM she studied with Alla Nikitskaya in Manchester for ten years.
Abigail loves teaching children and she has been on the faculty at the 317 Main Community
Music Center in Yarmouth for the past seven years. She also teaches young piano students
in Cape Elizabeth and is currently the pianist for the South Freeport Congregational
Church. Outside of her activities in music, she is on the staff of a group home for adults
with disabilities, under the auspices of Specialized Housing, Inc. This work centers around
supporting independent living and creating access to the greater Portland community.

*

Are you a student musician? Apply
for our scholarship competition!
Applications due May 22.
Scan the QR code for more
information.

Many thanks to St. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of
their facilities for our programs!
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