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President Jonathan Prak
Program Chair Dermot Bostock
Program
Hymn arrangements Ryan Slocum

Worship the Lord, with Oh, Worship the King
Be Still, My Soul
All Things Bright and Beautiful
Ryan Slocum, organ

Variations on a Theme by Haydn, for Two Pianos, Op. 56b Johannes Brahms (1833 — 1897)
Mackenzie Renner* and Grant Kelly*, pianos

English Suite No. 6 in D minor, BWV 811 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 — 1750)
1. Prelude
2. Allemande
3. Courante
4. Sarabande - Double
5. Gavotte I
6. Gavotte II
7. Gigue
Oren Lucerne Varess,* piano

Fugue in D minor Christopher Staknys
Thumbnail Sketches of a Day in the Life of a Washerwoman Florence Price (1887 — 1953)

[. Morning

II. Spinning Dreams at the Washtub

III. A Gay Moment

I'V. Evening Shadows

Christopher Staknys, piano

* Guest

We request that the audience reserve its applause until the end of each performance
Our next program will take place here Sunday, November 9 at 3:00 pm
Many thanks to St. Luke's Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




Today’s Performers

Grant Kelly, piano: Grant is a piano performance major in his junior year at the Osher School of Music. He studies solo
piano with Laura Kargul and chamber music with Anastasia Antonacos. Originally from Missouri, he spent a significant
portion of his childhood in North Carolina, where he began piano lessons with his father, Tim Kelly, at the age of five. At
eight, he expanded his musical education by starting violin lessons, later studying under Calin Lupanu, the concertmaster
of the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra. Following his family's move to Lewiston in 2009, Grant continued his violin studies
with Susanna Macomber and currently studies violin with Ronald Lantz and viola with Graybert Beacham. His skills as a
pianist led him to be named a winner in the Osher School of Music Honors Recital auditions for both 2024 and 2025. Grant
also performed in the 2024 Portland Piano Extravaganza, held at the Cathedral Church of St. Luke in Portland. In March
2025, he participated in a piano master class conducted by acclaimed pianist Conrad Tao, co-sponsored by Portland
Ovations and the Osher School of Music. Grant currently resides in Turner with his wife Hilde and their five young
children.

Mackenzie Renner, piano: Mackenzie is a senior piano performance major at the Osher School of Music, studying with
Laura Kargul. Originally from Alton, New Hampshire, she began taking piano lessons at the age of four. Previous piano
teachers include Siroun Braun, Hsiang Tu, and Mathilde Handelsman. During her time at USM she has also studied voice
with Scott Wheatley. Mackenzie has been active as a collaborative pianist at the Osher School of Music, playing chamber
music and accompanying vocalists and instrumentalists. She has also served as a pianist with the Southern Maine
Symphony Orchestra in collaboration with the Portland Youth Symphony Orchestra, the Casco Bay Wind Symphony, and
the Osher Wind Ensemble. Mackenzie has twice been named a winner in the Osher School of Music’s annual Honors
Recital. Mackenzie plans to continue to focus on collaborative work in all genres of music, and hopes to eventually
perform, coach, and teach. She has also been a highly valued member of the softball team at University of Southern Maine
over the past four years, serving as the starting catcher, and now also a team captain. When she's not in the practice room
or on the softball field, she enjoys doing crossword puzzles and spending time outdoors.

Ryan Slocum, organ: Ryan began piano lessons at the age of twelve with Ashley Tardif. After entering Pine Tree
Academy, he studied with Doris Krueger, adding organ in his junior year. While at Pine Tree Academy, Ryan also sang in
the choir, played euphonium in the band, and rang English handbells. As a member of the Bell Ringers, he performed
frequently around Maine and was a part of their tour to Quebec and they have performed three “Christmas With
Kennerley” concerts at Merrill Auditorium in Portland, ME. In 2021, Ryan won a top scholarship in the Kotzschmar Organ
Memorial Trust Scholarship Competition. He has performed on the organ at Methuen Memorial Music Hall in 2022 for the
Young Organist Concert being featured on the organ program “Pipedreams Live”. He performed again for the Young
Organist Concert in 2024. A prolific arranger and composer, he writes for choir as well as for piano, organ, handbells,
concert band, and strings; he also enjoys improvising on the hymns during worship services. Ryan attends the University of
Southern Maine, where he is a music major and studies organ with Justin Murphy-Mancini, previously studying with
Christopher Pelonzi. He is Director of Music at the Seventh-day Adventist Church of Oxford, ME, and serves as organist at
the Auburn United Methodist Church and West Auburn Congregational Church. He is the piano accompanist of the Pine
Tree Academy PreK -12th grade choirs.

Christopher Staknys, piano: Christopher is a pianist and composer from Falmouth, ME. He graduated from Juilliard in
2018 with a B.M. in Piano Performance and has appeared as performer and composer in New York, Boston, Los Angeles,
Paris, and Salzburg. Allan Kozinn, former music critic for the New York Times, praised his playing for its "dexterity and
dramatic phrase shaping". As a member of contemporary ensembles such as AXIOM and the New Juilliard Ensemble, he
has performed at venues including Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall. Chris has won numerous competitions including
First Prize in the Hanna Powell Memorial Competition, the Steinway Society of Massachusetts Piano Competition, and the
Rivers School Concerto Competition, and has appeared on NPR’s “From The Top” radio show. In 2021 he was selected as
a Marcus Institute Fellow pianist for the Vocal Arts Department at Juilliard. Currently Chris serves as Music Director for
First Parish UU Church in Kennebunk, and Collaborative Pianist at OperaMaine and USM. In his spare time he enjoys
spending time with his cat.

Oren Lucerne Varess, piano: Oren is a classical pianist, collaborator, and educator from Portland. They have been
performing and teaching throughout the state since the age of fourteen. They have won awards for their solo performances
including the Anne Gannet Scholarship Competition, the Hanna Powell Memorial Competition, and the Rossini Club’s
Lucia A. Wright competition, along with numerous awards and recognition during their academic studies. Oren holds a
bachelor’s (‘20) and master’s (‘24) degree in performance from the Osher School of Music at the University of Southern
Maine where they studied with Dr. Laura Kargul. While at USM, they participated in master classes with Conrad Tao,
Andrius Zlabys, Mark Gibson, and Inon Barnaton. More recently, Oren was a featured performer in Kal Sugatski’s
Vigorous Tenderness outdoor concert series. In 2024, they performed Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 4, with the

Southern Maine Symphony Orchestra at Merrill Auditorium. Oren also has a special connection to the Rossini Club
through their great-great-aunt Priscilla Morneault.



