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!

From our President

What a summer it has been for
Rossini Club! I am pleased to say
that your Communications
Committee worked hard behind the
scenes to successfully fulfill your
directive, from our Annual Meeting,
to work to improve and bring to the
forefront Rossini Club’s image
among the musical public. Thanks
to the generosity of one of our
members, we have placed ads in all
Ovations programs for the next
season, and in September’s Portland
Magazine. We have also, with the
assistance of a professional web
designer, considerably upgraded our
website. I hope that you will use the
website and encourage others to do
so. Please, also, if you notice that
there could be “tweaks” to improve it
more, let us know about it! Thanks
go, also, to Luette Saul, who not only
organized a wonderful September
program of music and scenes from
Mozart’s operas, but she created our
Facebook page.

!Out

of our Annual Meeting also
came the decision to again snail-mail
Rossini Notes to all our Members.
We will continue to email Rossini
Notes as well. While an email copy
is quick, efficient, and useful, it can
too easily be overlooked or lost in
the plethora of messages.

!I hope that you will plan to attend

our Fall Business meeting following
our October program. We continue to
tweak our Bylaws, and we will form
a nominating committee.

!Onward!!
!Beth Harmon
President, Portland Rossini Club
!

!
Inside: find! out what

Rossini History Trivia
happened to Members
who were late to our
programs in 1905

our Program Chair
!AtFrom
the moment, the September and
October concerts are booked and the
November concert nearly so.

!January, February and March have
some openings.
Heads up, you
laggards.
!I am excited, to put it mildly, to
announce that our April concert will
be a benefit for our scholarship fund
played by pianist Martin Perry.

CALL TO OUR 	


FALL BUSINESS
MEETING

!

• Date: Sunday, October 19	

• Time: approx. 4:30 PM
(following our program/
reception)	

• Place: Chapter Room, St.
Luke’s Cathedral	


!
!BUSINESS AGENDA	


	

•	

 Appoint a Nominating

Committee	

	

•	

Vote on several Bylaw
changes (see page 3)	


!Marty,

whose Maine connections
started with his being the music
director of what is now the Maine
State Music Theater, studied at
Juilliard with the famed pedagogue
Adele Marcus.
He has appeared
multiple times as soloist with the
Portland Symphony Orchestra, in such
works as the two Gershwin
Rhapsodies, and - very recently - the
formidable Samuel Barber Concerto.

!With

his duo-piano partner, Kate
Lewis, he filled Merrill Auditorium a
few years back in a concert series now
known as Ovations (at which, I swear,
he leapt upon the piano at one point).

!His CDs, for Bridge Records, will be
on sale at the concert.
!Marty is the teacher of Cynnie
Henriques, with whom he played a
movement of a Mozart concerto a
couple of seasons back.

!Now, as for May:

I hope to put
together a concert of works of major
composers in which they use folk
materials.
Check out our new improved
website.
Find us at
www.rossiniclub.org

!

Check out our
Facebook Page!
“Like” it!
Ask your friends to “like” it.

!I wish to include all genres, from cello

solos and vocal duets to works for
clarinet and maybe even a piano
quartet.

!The composers running around in my

brain include, Bartok, Britten,
Beethoven, Brahms, Dvorak,
Grainger, Vaughan Williams, Milhaud,
Ginestera, and a lot of others.

!Start dreaming please.
!
Richard Roberts

!

OUR OFFICERS and
COMMITTEE CHAIRS !
2014 - 2015!

!

President: Elizabeth
Harmon!

2014 Scholarship Winners
(left to right) Emily K. Rand Instrumental Prize Winner, Ryu
Mitsuhashi, Violin, University of Maine, $1200 first prize; Barbara C.
Littlefield Vocal Prize Winner, Aaren Rivard, Tenor, University of
Southern Maine, $1200; Lucia A. Wright Piano Prize Second Place
Winner Shu Jing Lian, Bowdoin College, $400, and First Place Winner
Kelia Ingraham, Hartt School of Music, $800.0.
Our Scholarship competition took place Saturday, June 7, at St. Luke’s
Cathedral. Nine students competed. Six were from beyond Cumberland, York,
and Oxford Counties. (In previous years, we limited applications to the above
counties, and this year, on a trial basis, we extended it to the entire State of
Maine.)

!Judges were Rossini Club Members Beth Harmon, Susanna Adams, Robert
Enman, and Mark Braun. Guest judges were Anastasia Antonacos, Piano; Mark
Tipton, Trumpet; and Julianne Eberl, Cello.

!Special thanks to Christine Kissack, who assisted.

Roberta Barker, Scholarship Chair

!
!

From the Treasurer:

!

It’s that time of year again to pay annual dues to
the Portland Rossini Club. There are four
membership categories:
Active, Privileged,
Associate, and Subscriber.
For Active
Members, dues are $40 per year. For Associate
and Privileged Members, dues are $30 per year.
Subscriber is defined as “Any person who pays
an annual fee shall be entitled to free admission
to all Program meetings. They would have no
voting privileges and may not hold office.”
Dues for Subscribers are $30 per year. Those
62 and older who wish to become Subscribers
pay $20 per year.

!

Under the Bylaws, Article VIII, 5B, “Dues shall
be paid no later than November 30.” Please
mail* your check made out to the Portland
Rossini Club to:

!

Sheila McGarr
Treasurer, Portland Rossini Club
148 Hennessey Drive
Portland, ME 04103-2037

!

*This just in: You may now pay your dues on
line! Check it out! www.rossiniclub.org

Rossini Board
and Business Meetings

Committee Chair: Sheila
McGarr!

!

!

Rossini Club
Concert Schedule

!

3:00pm at St. Luke’s
Cathedral!

Members are expected to attend our
business meetings if possible. !
Members are invited to attend
Board Meetings if they wish. !
FMI contact Beth Harmon
eharmon2@maine.rr.com!

!
Fall Business Meeting: October 19!
!
Winter Board Meeting: January 18!
!
Winter Business Meeting: Feb. 22!
!
Spring Board Meeting: April 14!
!
Annual Meeting: May 19!
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!First Vice-President:
Richard Roberts!
!Second Vice-President:
Roberta Barker!
!Recording Secretary:
Virginia Stelk!
!Treasurer: Sheila McGarr!
!Assistant Treasurer: Luette
Saul!
!Piano Chair: Richard
Roberts!
!Candidate Chair: Barbara
Graustein!
!Communications

!
!

October 19!
November 16!
January 18!
February 22!
March 15!
April 12!
May 17

Bylaws Proposal	


!

It has been proposed, and the Board recommends that we make two
changes to Article X Section 4 of the Bylaws, which currently reads:	


!

Those eligible for scholarships shall be any residents of
Cumberland, York, or Oxford County between the ages of
seventeen and twenty-five inclusive, who are planning
further musical study at an accredited music school, college,
or university.	


!

The Board recommends that we open the competition to all
residents of the State of Maine, and that we eliminate the upper age
restriction.	


!

Thus: 	

Those eligible for scholarships shall be any residents of the
State of Maine age seventeen or above, who are planning
further musical study at an accredited music school, college,
or university.	


!

NOTES FROM OUR PAST	


!Did you know that the Maine Historical Society has many interesting
documents from Rossini Club’s past?	

!Treasurer Sheila McGarr has done some digging and found this information
from a 1905 bylaws booklet: 	

!
ARTICLE VIII.	

FINES.	

!The following fines shall be paid by Active Members, viz:	

• Ten cents for arriving late at any regular meeting.	

• Fifty cents for failure to present the name of a piece to the Programme
Sub-Committee at the time specified. Chairman of said committee to be
held responsible and to collect from offending members.	

• Fifty cents for failure to attend Annual Meeting unless notice of absolute
inability to attend has been given to the Corresponding Secretary.	

• Twenty-five cents for each week’s delay in paying annual dues.	

• Any Student Member arriving late at any regular meeting shall pay a fine
of ten cents.	


!

Sheila also found some info regarding inflation rates.	

• 10 cents = $2.41 in 2014 dollars	

• 25 cents = $6.01	

• 50 cents = $12.03

!

Past President Mary Carr

Word has just come in that Past President Mary Carr, pianist, has passed away.
No further details are available. She will be fondly remembered.

Bust of Gioacchino Rossini,
which was Commissioned and
donated to Rossini Club in 1973 by
Ralph T. Gould. For years, this was
on a pedestal at all our concerts. For
practical reasons, we donated this to
the Maine Historical Society, which
maintains a large collection of our
records. The bust may be seen
upstairs at the Maine Historical
Society on Congress Street in “The
Rossini Room”.

KUDOS
to retired member, Francis
Madeira, who was inducted into
the Rhode Island Music Hall of
Fame in May. He founded the
Rhode Island Philharmonic in
1945 and was its music director
until retiring to Maine, in 1978.
Madeira, who still plays the
piano, went to Providence to
receive his award.
Submitted by Richard Roberts
from the Juilliard Journal.

Birthday Greetings, slightly
late, to Past President, Elizabeth
Philbrick, who celebrated her
99th birthday on October 1st!

From Richard Roberts

!Recently I was given two scrapbooks which had been assembled by Ocy Downs, legendary Club figure and,
perhaps more importantly, teacher of pianists Carol Elowe and Naydene Bowder.
!One of these was filled with articles, advertisements and reviews from Boston and New York newspapers of the

nineteen-thirties and forties which Miss Downs had cut and pasted in her determined effort to be a well-informed
musician and teacher - and a leader in musical Portland.

!The other, of more interest to us, perhaps, was filled with articles, advertisements - and reviews - covering the
musical life of Portland in the same period.
!Do many of us realize that every biweekly concert of the Club was reviewed in a local newspaper during this

period? My assessment is that the reviews of the time were as adequate, as educated - and as trustworthy - as our
current crop.

!I certainly remember that in the nineteen-fifties and sixties my first boss at Westbrook Junior College (currently

UNE) blithely reviewed our concerts, seeing no problem in heaping huge praise on such legends (and rightly so)
as former presidents Barbara Burbank and June Woodberry. The fact that they were his voice students seemed to
disturb nobody.

!From what I could determine, reviews in Portland during these decades avoided any hint of the negative. "Jane
Doe showed great improvement since her last appearance" seemed about as strong as I could find.
!Would any of us like to return to those good old days?

Ocy Downs (center) can be seen in this scrapbook picture with 1983 Gould Award winners, Left to right, Monica
Soychak, Susan Hitchcox, Janet Peabody, and Jennifer Elowich. They are shown at the top of the Empire State
Building. Editors note: This was the first Gould Award competition that I ever coordinated. I well-remember hearing Jenny
Elowich (founder and coordinator of the Portland Chamber Music Festival) play and realizing that young violinists can
actually sound good! EH
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