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From Our President


Welcome back, Portland Rossini Club 
Members! I’m excited to kick off the 
2024-2025 season with you all, and I 
can’t wai t to hear what our 
performing members are working on 
this year. I hope you enjoyed your 
summer, and I have to say it wasn’t a 
rainy one either. Though it was nice 
to have enjoyed more sunshine and 
the outdoors, the lack of rain makes 
me worry a bit. 


The Concert for Climate was a 
fantastic concert that had several 
different performances, ranging from 
different genres and styles. A couple 
of speakers, Meredith McCarroll and 
Bri Warner, were very moving and 
awe-inspiring. Annie Antonacos and 
Lydia Forbes performed a beautiful 
piano-violin duo. Composer and 
G r a m m y - n o m i n a t e d R a n d y 
Armstrong performed on multiple 
instruments, which was jaw-dropping, 
that included guitar (wonderful 
voicing!), a kalimba-type instrument 
from Zimbabwe, a Native American 
flute, and a couple of smaller Native 
American instruments that imitate 
bird calls. Rossini Club member, 
Sydney Patten, who organized the 
event, and her daughter, Cassandra 
Hayes, performed a reimagined 
Rachmaninoff Elégie with Cassandra 
acting as a shark, along with a 
programmat ic composi t ion of 
Sydney’s Waltz of the Jellyfish with a 
short film of jellyfish in the 
background. The concert wrapped up 
with a foot-tapping performance by 
Micromassé and a surprise festive 
band. I hope some of you were able to 
make this event!

(continue in column 3)


To All Members

CALL TO OUR FALL 
BUSINESS MEETING

Date: Sunday, November 24

• Time: approx. 4:15 PM 

(following our program)
• Place: Chapter Room
• St. Luke’s Cathedral

BUSINESS AGENDA


Officer and Committee 
Reports


Form a Nominating 
Committee


(continued from column 1)


As you all know, we didn’t have our 
usual October concert. However, we 
still have our November concert and 
will start back up with the Richard 
Roberts Memorial Concert in 
January, 2025. Laura Kargul’s piano 
s t u d i o , t h e P o r t l a n d P i a n o 
Extravaganza, is making a final 
return to perform for us in April. 
The Osher School of Music is under 
construction as we speak on the 
Portland USM campus, and once it 
has reached complet ion, the 
Portland Piano Extravaganza will 
have their performances continue 
there. After our November concert, 
there will be a Fall Business 
Meeting in the Chapter Room.


Until then, I hope you all have an 
enjoyable autumn and are staying 
w a r m f r o m t h e d r o p p i n g 
temperatures!


Jonathan Prak

Rossini Club President

.
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OUR OFFICERS  and COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
  2024-2025

President:                                              Jonathan Prak
              jonathan.prak@maine.edu

First Vice-President-Programs:                                         Susanna Adams              saviolabow@maine.rr.com                            Second Vice-President-Scholarships:                                Susanna Adams
              saviolabow@maine.rr.com

Recording Secretary:                               Torrey Gimpel
                      tngimpel@yahoo.com

Treasurer:                                Sheila McGarr
                 smcgarr1@maine.rr.com

Assistant Treasurer:                                                   Eunice Wilcox
               eunice.w75@gmail.com       

Piano Chair:                                 Leah Neuchiller
                       leah1243@gmail.com 

 Candidate Chair:                            Stephen Schiffman    stephenjschiffman@gmail.com
Communications Committee Chair:                                Dermot Bostock                 dermotbostock@gmail.com 

From Our Program Chair

We started our 154th season on September 29, with a polished performance by the Ladies of Note Quartet playing a 
piece by Spanish composer Juan Arriaga.  This spirited performance was followed by a masterful rendition of 
Schumann’s Kinderszenen, played by Steve Blumenthal.  The finale was a spirited 4-hand piano rendition of Mozart’s 
Jupiter Symphony (1st movement) played by Ruth Matt and Leah Neuchiller.

 

We had no meeting in October, having ceded our space at St. Luke’s to Concert for Climate, planned and superbly 
executed by our former President, Sydney Patten and collaborator Annie Antonacos.  The resonant space amplified the 
upbeat music.

 

We have an upcoming concert shortly, on November 24th featuring vocal, piano and wind performances.

 

The next concert, January 19, 2025, which is in tribute to our former President, the late Richard Roberts, will feature 
pianists and a violinist.

 

We need sign-ups for February 23.  March 23 is almost filled.  April 27 is a showcase for Laura Kargul’s piano students 
at USM.  The May 25 date is completely empty.  I am hoping that some of the Rossini scholarship winners will be able 
to play, although the date is a bit early for them (to be home from college).


Susanna Adams, Program Chair


From Our Scholarship Chair

The date of the next scholarship audition will be in June 2026, and it will probably be held at St. Luke’s.

 

The ad hoc Scholarship Committee will meet this winter to discuss eligibility in terms of age or years of schooling.

 

I will begin to contact teachers in Maine and New England colleges to garner a list of candidates, starting early in 2026.  
PRC members are encouraged to recommend candidates as well.  As a reminder, we have had four scholarships in the 
past:  three are for categories such as vocal, instrumental and piano, and one is for a young person who shows exceptional 
musical promise.

 


Susanna Adams, Scholarship Chair


From our Piano Chair


Several weeks before our opening concert on 
September 29,  it came to our attention that one of 
the three wheels on the piano truck (the dolly on 
which our Steinway sits, enabling it to be moved) 
had badly deteriorated to the point where it would 
be dangerous to move the piano.   We called upon 
Mel Fletcher, who had done extensive work on 
the piano last year, and he was able to do 
emergency repair with a temporary replacement 
of the broken caster.  He completed the job the on 
September 28, just in time for Sunday’s concert!

      

Because the two other original casters were the 
same age, Mel recommended that we replace all 
three with  appropriate new casters. Fortunately, 
he was able to obtain and install the new ones a 
few weeks ago, and the piano now can safely and 
easily be moved before, during, and after each 
concert!   


Leah Neuchiller, Piano Chair 


mailto:stephenjschiffman@gmail.co


From our Treasurer

Non-Club members: Proposed new  admission fee to concerts 


Effective September 2025

The PRC Bylaws, Article V, Section 2a, state that “Any person not a member of the Club may 
be admitted to a program meeting upon payment of the stated admission fee.”  


Currently, non-Club members pay an admission fee of $15 per concert for those under 62 
years of age and $10 per concert for those 62 and older.  Students are always admitted free of 
charge.  The Executive Board proposes increasing admission to $20 per concert for those 
under 62 years of age and $15 per concert for those 62 and older.  


The Executive Board recently surveyed several area musical organizations.  Even the 
proposed fee increase is modest in comparison.


The admission fee was last changed in September 2020.  To be effective in September 2025, 
the proposed change must be approved at the November 2024 Fall Membership  Meeting.


Background info to proposed fee structure:


Portland String Quartet:  $30 in advance; $35 at door; under 21 $5


Renaissance Voices:  $20; seniors $20; students with ID $10


Oratorio Chorale:  $35 in advance; $40 at door; students $15 in advance; $20 at door


ChoralArt: $35 in advance; $40 at door; students $15 in advance; $20 at door; kids 12 and under free 


St. Mary Schola:  $30 in advance, $35 at door 


Sheila McGarr, Treasurer




Carol Eaton Elowe

A Rossini Club Performing Member since 1989, Carol Elowe passed away June 4, 2024, at the age of 91

“Born in Portland, Carol had a lifelong passion for music. Her piano studies began at the age of 4, and 
continued under Ocy Downs and later at the Manhattan School of Music with Dora Zazlavsky. She 
received a Bachelor of Music degree in piano performance from the New England Conservatory and a 
Master of Music from Syracuse University. Her teachers included Jean Alderman, Frederick Marvin and 
Frank Glazer. She appeared in recitals throughout the Northeast and as guest soloist with the Boston 
Pops Orchestra and the Syracuse Symphony. 

For 19 years Carol was a piano faculty member and recitalist at Phillips Andover Academy. In 1995, she 
was a cofounder and became the first executive director of the Portland Conservatory of Music, where 
she also taught and chaired the piano department. She later served as chair of the faculty, and as a 
member of the Conservatory’s Board of Directors and the Advisory Council. Carol played the piano for 
the church choir at First Parish in Brunswick for 25 years, was a member of the Rossini Club, and served 
as artistic director of the Thursday Noon Concert series in Portland. In 2023, so young Maine musicians 
would be able to perform on a concert-quality instrument, she gifted her piano to the Portland 
Conservatory.

Carol’s life was also filled with her large and loving family. Carol grew up in Portland and graduated 
from Deering High School. She met her husband of 49 years, Edmond Nasir Elowe, at a Bowdoin 
College party. They wed in 1953 and raised five children in Andover, Mass., Skaneateles, N.Y., and 
Harpswell. Carol later cared for her husband for many years due to illness before his passing in 2002.

She loved gathering her family and sharing her passion for home, gardens, and music. At holidays and 
weddings, Carol was always at the piano, sharing her remarkable talent and tolerating her family’s off-
key choral additions.

Carol is lovingly remembered by her five children and their spouses; her eight grandchildren and their 
spouses; and her four great-grandchildren.”

Obituary from the Portland Press Herald


