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From Our President

Welcome to our 2025 - 2026 season!
I hope your summer was enjoyable
and relaxing. We are now in a
liminal phase initiating in longer
nights and shorter days, making the
temperature become cooler. In other
words, sweater weather. Time to
bring out all things hygge!

I’'m pleased to announce Dermot
Bostock as our new Program Chair.
What a way to start off our
September concert with all piano,
ranging from Beethoven to Bowen.
In the past, September concerts have
had fewer attendees, but this year
seemed to have been an exciting
amount. The program itself was
stellar, and it was my first time
hearing the Lutoslawski Paganini
Variations live. Bravo, Dermot!

Susanna Adams deserves a big
round of applause as well for her
efforts and work as both Program
and Scholarship Chair. She can now
easily shift her focus solely to
Scholarship Chair. According to
judges who have adjudicated at our
previous scholarship competitions,
these competitions were the
smoothest and most organized
experience they’ve ever had. Brava,
Susanna! I’'m looking forward to
this year’s competition. Friendly
reminder that it’s Saturday, June
20th, 2026 at St. Luke’s. The prize
amount per category is $4,000.
Please spread the word to any
musical organization you may know
that would be interested in sending
their students to participate.

(continue in column 3)

To All Members

CALL TO OUR FALL

BUSINESS MEETING
Date: Sunday, October 19

e Time: approx. 4:30 PM
(following our program)
 Place: Upper Parish Hall

o St. Luke’s Cathedral

BUSINESS AGENDA

Officer and Committee
Reports

Form a Nominating
Committee

Discuss proposed bylaw
change

(continued from column 1)

Josie DiPhilippo, who studied
iano with one of our members
aydene Bowder, is planning on

taking over Beth Harmon’s

position as Publications Chair.

We’re all very excited to

welcome her aboard.

I’d also like to announce our new
concert manager, Anthony Ayer.
He is currently studying with
Laura Kargul at USM and is a
very talented musician and
composer. He is also a recipient
of the Lucia Wright Scholarship.

The Communications Chair 1is
currently vacant. If any of you
are interested, please contact me
and I’d be happy to assist with
answering any questions and
guide you in the right direction.

Until then, please stay healthy
and safe. I’'m looking forward to
seeing you at our next concert!

Jonathan Prak
Rossini Club President
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From Our Program Chair

On September 14th, we had an excellent opening concert for the 155th season. The ‘A Feast of Pianos’
concert was extremely well attended. Sheila tells me that this was the third highest ever (since 2011) for an
opening concert. We had a great mix of members and guests performing for a memorable concert.

We are looking forward to the next concert on October 19th. Currently planned is Ryan Slocum playing
organ in addition to several exciting piano pieces from Chris Staknys, Oren Lucerne Varess, Mackenzie
Renner, and Grant Kelly.

During the season we do have several ensembles planned, in addition to piano music. It would be nice to
have other instrumental and vocal solo music performances.

A quick note is that we must always remember that ALL “performing” members should perform once during

the season.
Dermot Bostock
dermotbostock@gmail.com

From Our Scholarship Chair

We have two confirmed judges with the third still in question. Once the judges are chosen, I will contact
teachers all over Maine to encourage their students to apply. Date of the audition is June 20, 2026. If you
know any talented high school age candidates, please refer them to the website
(https://www.rossiniclub.org/about-scholarship/). Or to me at the address below. Thanks.

Susanna Adams

From Your Treasurer:

J' Just a note - It’s that time of year to pay annual dues to the Portland Rossini Club to support
in-person concerts at St. Luke’s Cathedral for the 2025-2026 season.

There are four membership categories: Active, Privileged, Associate, and Subscriber. For
Active [performing] Members, dues are $50 per year. For Associate and Privileged Members,
dues are $40 per year. Dues for Subscribers [61 and under] are $40 per year. Those 62 and
older who wish to become Senior Subscribers pay $30 per year.

Under the Bylaws, Article VIII, 5B, “Dues shall be paid no later than November 30.”

*  You may pay your dues using PayPal at our website: https://www.rossiniclub.org/
dues-renewal/

* You may pay your dues in person at our forthcoming concerts
* By mail, make out your check, payable to the Portland Rossini Club, and send it to:
Sheila McGarr
Treasurer, Portland Rossini Club
148 Hennessy Drive
Portland, ME 04103-2037
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New! Parking lot fee at St. Luke’s Cathedral

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke has partnered with OODA Parking
Solutions to manage their parking lot located at 134 Park Street in
Portland. The lot is open for paid public parking except during the
Cathedral’s scheduled worship services and ministry activities.

*For public events held at the Cathedral, such as concerts and
choir performances, attendees [and performers] will be required
to pay to park.

Instructions for parking are included on the signs posted in front of each
parking space in the lot. Follow the instructions on the signs to register
and pay.

Fee per hour is $5. There is parking enforcement with a $38 ticket for
failure to pay.

Reminder: City of Portland parking meters and signs generally
operate from 9 AM to 6 PM, Monday through Saturday. Sundays and
major holidays are free. Please avoid "No Parking Any Time" zones,

hydrants, wheelchair spots, and commercial loading zones.

OUR OFFICERS and COMMITTEE CHAIRS
2025-2026

President:

First Vice-President-Programs:

Second Vice-President-Scholarships:

Recording Secretary:
Treasurer:

Assistant Treasurer:

Piano Chair:

Candidate Chair:

Communications Committee Chair:

. Jonathan Prak
jonathan.prak@maine.edu

Dermot Bostock
dermotbostock@gmail.com

. Susanna Adams
sabiolabow42@gmail.com

T Gimpel
tngimpe%?r;gholor%%%l

Sheila McGarr
smcgarrl@maine.rr.com

. Eunice Wilcox
eunice.w75@gmail.com

Leah Neuchiller
leah1243@gmail.com

Stephen Schiffman
stephenjschiffman@gmail.com
VACANT

Proposed Bylaws changes
In order to grow membership in the Club by
offering reduced dues for younger performers,
the Executive Board proposes the following
addition to the Bylaws:

Article IIT : Members
Section 5: Student Members
Students who qualify for membership as Active
performers will pay dues at a reduced rate for 2
years. Scholarship winners will be offered free
membership for 2 years.

Article IX: Finances

Section 5: Dues
Add Student Members to the list of
membership categories
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2025-2026
Portland Rossini Club
155th Season

2025 2026
September 14 January 18
October 19 February 22
November 9 March 15
April 19
May 24

Portland
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Event Calendar: www.rossiniclub.org
Concert Location: St. Luke's Cathedral, Portland, Maine

MU® I
SCHOLARSHIPS

Portland Rossini Club 2026 Competition

Awards up to $4,000 in each category of
Voice, Piano, Instrumental

Open to all Maine residents, high school juniors or older,
planning further study at any accredited college level
music program

Deadline: May 15, 2026
Audition: Saturday, June 20, 2026
St. Luke's Cathedral, Portland, Maine
www.rossiniclub.org/about-scholarship/




