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From Our President

Allergy season is amongst us -
Zyrtec and Claritin could just be
your friend. This past winter was
weird as we got all of the snow in
one month. It's time to be outdoors!
I know I’ve been hit pretty badly
with allergies - I was outside a lot
going for walks and runs. Hopefully
the pollen will lessen soon.

I’'m ecstatic for our 2025 season-
closer for Memorial Day Weekend!
We’ll be ending the season on a very
powerful note - and with all vocal
music! Members, please invite all of
your friends and family. This is
going to be an amazing afternoon no
doubt.

Laura Kargul’s piano studio, the
Portland Piano Extravaganza,
played for the April 27th concert
and was a hit! All of her students
really know how to convey the
composer’s intentions, and all
evoked the necessary emotions and
drama. It ranged from Mozart to
Prokofiev - quite the mix there. As
mentioned before, this may be the
last time that Rossini Club sponsors
the Portland Piano Extravaganza.
The reason being the new
construction of the Osher School of
Music on the Portland campus. With
the new facility, Laura Kargul’s
studio will have their concerts there
going forward.

(continue in column 3)

To All Members

CALLTO OUR
ANNUAL MEETING
Date: Saturday, May 31
Time:11:30 am until 2:30 pm
Place: Ocean View,
Blueberry Commons Room
5 Marion Way, Falmouth
Potluck Lunch

(Non-alcoholic beverages provided,)

Please RSVP
with food you will bring

to eunice.w75@gmail.com

FYTI - because new construction at this

entrance will start late April, parking
may require a short shuttle from Lunt
Rd. parking lot. Eunice will provide
info to folks who RSVP

BUSINESS AGENDA
Annual Reports

Election of Officers

(continued from column 1)

I’m announcing our Annual
Potluck Meeting. It will be held
at Ocean View’s Community
Room in Falmouth on Saturday,
May 31st at 11:30 AM. Please
RSVP before Saturday, May
24th. I’ve been (actually
performed) in the space and it’s
quite spacious. Maybe any
pianists out there would like to
noodle around on Sue Schmitt’s
Steinway during lunch? We’d
love to hear what you’re working
on!

As always, please reach out with
any questions, concerns, or if you

want to say hi. See you May
25th!

Jonathan Prak
Rossini Club President

Portland
Xam Club

FOUNDED IN 1869
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From Our Program Chair

On April 27, members of Laura Kargul’s piano studio (Osher School of Music at USM) gave memorable
performances in their Piano Extravaganza. As program chair, I’'m happy to rely on this outside group, but we
must always remember that ALL “performing” members should perform once during the season. The final
program on May 25 will be all vocal. Bradley Krueger, a new member, will perform, and a scholarship
winner in 2024, Maddie Darigan with join him. The final act will include Danielle Vayenas with choristers
and soloists performing Songs of Hope, Freedom, and Justice, from opera, musical theater and the folk
tradition. This promises to be an outstanding concert.

The following dates for 2025-26 concerts have just been confirmed by St. Luke’s: September 14, October 19,
November 9, January 18, February 22, March 15, April 19, May 24.
Susanna Adams, Program Chair

From Qur Scholarship Chair

Changes proposed by the ad hoc scholarship committee have been incorporated into our website. We have
just confirmed the date of the Scholarship Competition at St. Luke’s as June 20, 2026. My timetable is to
secure three judges soon, send out notices to all Maine high school and private music teachers (for
candidates) in late 2025, early 2026 and solicit competition day help from members late spring, 2026. If you
wish to volunteer for the day (starting at 8 a.m.), please let me know. Jobs include registration of candidates,
guides around the church, provision of lunch for judges, etc. Thanks for your help.

Susanna Adams. Scholarshin Chair

World Premier Performed

at our November Concert!
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(clarinet), and Mark Braun (piano) premiered
Pablo Llamazares' Nocturne Op.13 for horn,
clarinet, and piano at the Portland (Maine)
Rossini Club on November 24, 2024. This is
a complex six-minute piece that has many
wonderful moments. Llamazares is professor
of horn at the Manuel de Falla Conservatory
of Music in Buenos Aires, Argentina. His
writing for horn reflects his intimate
knowledge of our instrument. He described
this piece as an "expressive piece for these
instruments specifically because of the dark
color of the clarinet and horn sound. Within a
neoclassical style, it has my characteristic
spiritual imprint, with which I seek to
transmit a deep sentimental and emotional
content. It ends in a minimalist procedure of
my own development." The music is
available on the IMSLP website.”
Quote from
Journal of the International Horn Society
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