
ROSSINI NOTES
 CALL TO OUR 
WINTER  

BUSINESS 
MEETING 

• Date: Sunday, February 22
• Time: approx. 4:30 PM 

(following our program/
reception)

• Place: Chapter Room, St. 
Luke’s Cathedral

BUSINESS AGENDA
• Form Action Plan for our  

Martin Perry benefit 
concert in April

We can use your help.

From our Program Chair 

Our concerts for the remainder of 
the season are set.  You have 
received the February flier I 
assume.   

In March, you will hear the debut 
of soprano Danielle Vayenas, the 
Chopin Fantasy played by Mark 
Rossnagel, and two works by the 
late Polish composer Lutoslawski:  
Five Dance Preludes played by 
guest clarinetist Stephen Shiffman 
and pianist Robert Enman, and the 
Variations on a Theme of Paganini 
(yes, that one!) for two pianos, 
played by Natalia Shevchuk and 
guest Nancy Farris.   

As announced earlier, Martin Perry 
will perform a benefit concert for 
us in April. 

Our May finale will feature works 
based on folk materials - from 
Spain, South America, Great 
Britain, Ukraine, Germany and 
African-American culture.  It will 
include  what may be the first 
Club experience with four 
per formers a t two p ianos .  
Performers will include members 
B r a u n , C o l e m a n , E n m a n , 
Graustein, Harmon, Henriques, 
Judge, Matt and Saul.    

The dates for the remaining 
concerts:  2/22; 3/15; 4/12; 5/17. 

Richard Roberts, Program Chair

From our President 
We welcome two new members, both 
Sopranos, to our midst.  You can find 
their bios on page 3.  Be sure to 
welcome Rachel as she sings for our 
concert this month, and Danielle next 
month. It has been my pleasure to 
know both of them as members of 
Choral Art Society.  Rachel and I also 
enjoyed the opportunity to sing 
together  for Rossini Club in 2013. 

Our Winter business  meeting this 
month will focus on exploring how we 
as members can best support the Club 
in publicizing, attending, and hosting 
our Scholarship fundraiser in April.  
We are privileged to have as guest 
artist, Maine resident and pianist 
extraordinaire,  Martin Perry.  I have 
not been privileged to hear him 
perform except as piano partner with 
our member, Cynnie Henriques, who 
studies with him.  However, I have 
heard and read amazing things that tell 
me that he will be well-worth the effort 
to publicize and attend. Please check 
out Martin Perry’s picture and bio on 
page 4. Our media manager, Ruth 
Matt, has agreed to chair the publicity 
committee, and Member Mary 
Johnston Letellier  has agreed to assist 
her, but we need help from all our 
members in order to pull this off in the 
best way possible. Be sure to attend 
our meeting February 22, following 
our concert. 

Those of you who attended our Annual 
Meeting last May remember our 
generous Member (a New jersey 
Resident and former Gould Award 
Winner) who matched last year’s 
Scholarship Fundraiser.  He has 
generously offered to again match 
whatever we take in (up to $10,000), 
as well as to pay Martin Perry’s fee.  
Let’s work together to again increase 
the amount we can offer Maine’s 
college and university music majors. 
Be sure to see Roberta Barker’s 
Scholarship report on page 2. 

Elizabeth Harmon, President 
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Rossini Board  
and Business Meetings 

Members are expected to attend our 
business meetings if  possible.  

Members are invited to attend  
Board Meetings if they wish.  
FMI contact Beth  Harmon 

eharmon2@maine.rr.com

Winter Business Meeting:  Feb. 22

Spring Board Meeting: April 14

Annual Meeting: May 19

mailto:eharmon2@maine.rr.com
mailto:eharmon2@maine.rr.com
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OUR OFFICERS  and 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 2014 - 2015

President: Elizabeth 
Harmon
First Vice-President: 
Richard Roberts
Second Vice-President: 
Roberta Barker
Recording Secretary: 
Virginia Stelk
Treasurer: Sheila McGarr

Assistant Treasurer: Luette 
Saul
Piano Chair: Richard 
Roberts
Candidate Chair: Barbara 
Graustein
Communications 
Committee  Chair: Sheila 
McGarr

Rossini Club  
Concert Schedule 

3:00 pm at St. Luke’s 
Cathedral

February 22

March 15

April 12

May 17

From Our Scholarship Chair
The Portland Rossini  Club’s Annual Scholarship Competitions will  be 
taking  place  Saturday,  June  6th,  2015  beginning  at  1:00  pm at  Saint 
Luke’s  Cathedral.    Three  $1,500  prizes  will  be  awarded  this  year.  
Scholarship  Chairperson,  Roberta  Page  Barker  will  soon    be  sending 
reminder  post  cards  and  email  contacts  within  the  state  of  Maine 
directing interested candidates to our website where the application can 
be downloaded.
 
Our scholarship competitions are open to residents of the state of Maine.  
Applicants must be 17 years of age or older and be registered as music 
majors  in  the fall  of  2015 at  any accredited music  school,  college or 
university.    (Previous  1st  place  winners  of  the  scholarships  may  not 
apply).   A panel of judges will be assembled in the coming months and 
will  include  Rossini  Club  members  as  well  as  non-member  area 
professionals.  If you are interested in serving on the judges panel, please 
contact Roberta Page Barker at: jbarker1@maine.rr.com
 
The Emily K. Rand Scholarship was established in 1932 in memory of 
the Portland Rossini Club’s 3rd president, a vocalist who presided in a 
distinguished  manner  for  25  years.    The  Lucia  A.  Wright  Piano 
Scholarship  was established in 2001 as a bequest  from a Member in 
good standing for 55 years.    The more newly established Barbara C. 
Littlefield  Vocal  Scholarship  was  created  in  memory  of  the  Club’s 
longtime treasurer, vocalist, Barbara C. Littlefield.

Of Mics and Men (and women) 

I remember the first time I was asked to use a mic.  I indignantly believed I was 
quite capable of projecting to thousands without one, and I was fearful of the 
occasional squeals that microphones can emanate seemingly without cause. After 
time, I have found that a mic can actually be a friend, and that one can enjoy 
being creative when using a mic, especially with certain styles of music. 

All that aside, our use of a mic at St. Lukes has nothing to do with the music we 
make, except that it is the best way to convey the spoken word in that resonant 
acoustical space. Last May, when I practiced narrating Saint Saëns’ “Carnival of 
the Animals”, I soon learned that listeners found it impossible to understand any 
of those wonderful Ogden Nash phrases, no matter how carefully and slowly 
delivered, without a mic.  We may understand ourselves when we speak, but 
those bouncy, resonant acoustics alter the sound for the audience.   

Recently, a number of people have told me that they have not been able to 
understand what performers are saying when they talk about the music without a 
mic, so  —  
PERFORMERS - PLEASE USE A MIC WHEN YOU SPEAK!! THANKS!! 

mailto:jbarker1@maine.rr.com
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Duo Pianist,  
Carol Downs 

1928-2015 

We  note  with  sadness  the 
passing  of  Member  Carol 
Downs. It was always a  treat 
when  she  and  piano  partner 
Jane  Hunt  performed  two-
piano works for us. She was a 
lovely, gracious lady and a fine 
musician.

Her  memorial  service  will 
take  place  February  28,  at 
Fi r s t  Par i sh  Church  in 
Yarmouth.   The  Portland 
String Quartet will be playing. 
Other  information  is  still 
pending.

Meet Our Newest Members 
Rachel Keller, Soprano: Rachel Keller first began vocal training as an 
undergraduate music major in York, England, her native land. There she 
also sang early music with the Yorkshire Bach Choir and she performed 
supporting roles with York Opera. Her focus shifted when she pursued 
Music  Therapy  graduate  studies  in  Cambridge,  England.  After  this 
training she immigrated to Philadelphia, USA where she began to further 
explore and work in the Music Therapy field. She continued to pursue 
vocal  tuition  whilst  always  enjoying  a  variety  of  performance 
opportunities,  including  singing  with  Ancient  Voices,  an  early  music 
ensemble  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Rachel  and  her  husband 
moved to Maine when pregnant  in  2002.  Since then she has devoted 
most  of  her  time  towards  mothering  their  two  children.  She  recently 
resumed vocal studies with Kathleen Grammer and she is excited that 
vocal practice and performance have become an important focus in her 
life once again. She currently sings with Portland’s Choral Art Society 
and  the  St.  Mary  Schola  and  she  is  an  active  soloist  in  the  greater 
Portland area. Her other interests include yoga, running, hiking, Nordic 
skiing, photography, gardening and keeping up with her growing kids.

Danielle Vayenas, Soprano: Danielle Vayenas is pleased to be singing 
her debut with the Rossini Club in March. Danielle resides in Portland, 
Maine, and has performed as a featured concert soloist in Maine with 
groups including the Oratorio Chorale, Midcoast Symphony Orchestra, 
the Maine Music Society, Bowdoin Chorale, and the Choral Art Society, 
having recently sung the Brahms Requiem with them. She has also sung 
in the greater Boston area, including a concert performance of operatic 
works with the Salem Philharmonic in February, and she has previously 
performed with the Longwood Opera, the Masterworks Chorale, and the 
Paul  Madore Chorale.  Works she has sung include Haydn’s Creation, 
Mozart’s Requiem and Mass in C minor, Brahms and Verdi’s Requiems 
and many other  oratorio works,  as  well  as  selections from opera and 
Broadway. Of her performance of Mozart’s Mass in C minor  with the 
Oratorio Chorale, the Portland Press Herald stated, “Vayenas was superb 
throughout  what  is  really  an  operatic  role.  She  and  the  woodwinds 
played in the Elysian fields for several minutes during the "Et Incarnatus 
Est"  section  of  the  credo,  which  is  Mozart  at  his  most  charming." 
Danielle also has performed stage roles,  in opera and musical theater, 
including the  title  role  in  Heartwood Theater’s  production of  Carlisle 
Floyd’s  “Susannah,”  “Micaela”  in  Paul  Madore  Chorale’s  concert 
version  of  Carmen,  “Giovanna”  in  PORT  Opera’s  Rigoletto,  “Mrs. 
Nordstrom” in Heartwood Theater’s A Little Night Music, and “Jenny” in 
Portland Players production of Company. She started her musical career 
playing flute and piccolo in high school and college, and began choral 
singing after graduation. She joined the Choral Art Society after moving 
to  Maine,  and  subsequently  began  taking  voice  lessons  with  David 
Goulet,  leading to NATS awards in Maine and Boston, and her many 
performances as a soloist. During her spare time, Danielle is a Director 
of Communications at the University of Southern Maine.

Our thoughts are with the many 
fans,  students  and  friends  of 
Frank  Glazer,  Maine  pianist 
extraordinaire,  who  performed 
nearly until the day of his death 
at  the  age  of  ninety-nine,  on 
January  13.  We  dedicated  our 
January 18 program to him.

Kudos 
to Maine musician, Henry 
Kramer,  now  studying  at 
Ya le ,  who  wa s  p iano 
soloist  for  Beethoven’s 
Choral Fantasie with PSO 
and Choral Art Society last 
fall and recently received a 
major award from Juilliard 
—  a  so lo  rec i ta l  a t 
Carnegie Hall.
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Check out our website. 
Find us at 

www.rossiniclub.org 

Visit our  
Facebook Page! 

Pianist Martin Perry to Perform April 12 

Pianist Martin Perry will present a solo concert to benefit Rossini Club’s Scholarship Fund at 
3:00 pm on Sunday, April 12th at The Cathedral Church of Saint Luke, 143 State St., Portland. 

Martin Perry has distinguished himself as a 
consummate interpreter of contemporary and 
traditional classical piano music, with solo and 
concerto appearances across the US and abroad. His 
recent acclaimed recordings on Bridge Records 
feature the works of Carter, Bartók, Rózsa and Ives. 
Mr. Perry has premiered the music of William 
Bolcom, Chen Yi, Vivian Fine and many others, 
performing with orchestras from the Boston Pops to 
the Moscow Philharmonic. A native Californian, he is 
a graduate of the Juilliard School studying with the 
renowned pedagogue Adele Marcus. 

Rave reviews in Clavier, American Record Guide and 
International Piano describe Perry’s CDs as 

“supremely assured musical must-haves” “nuanced, 
expansive and forceful” and “virtuoso and commanding performances”. No stranger to Maine 
audiences, Perry is a frequent soloist with the PSO, including his most recent performance of 
Samuel Barber’s fiendishly difficult Piano Concerto, described as “a tour de force” by music 
critic Christopher Hyde. 

Perry’s appearance at the Rossini Club promises to be equally virtuosic, colorful and 
exhilarating. The program will feature works by Heitor Villa-Lobos, Olivier Messiaen and Paul 
Hindemith, along with Perry’s illuminating and often entertaining commentary from the 
keyboard. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to hear Martin Perry live and help support the 
Rossini Club’s scholarship fund. 


