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From Our President
We've crossed the halfway mark of
our 147th Season. So far we've
enjoyed performances by many of
our members and a few special
guest artists. It has been such a
thrill for me to introduce each
program to the audience and present
to them the opportunity to enjoy
high quality music.
As an added plus, the weather has
been kind to us so far and we have
not had to cancel any concerts.
Our December get together was
enjoyed by a total of ten members
from the combined clubs.
We
enjoyed listening and participating
in instrumental and vocal music
selections which was followed by an
array of wonderful goodies.
Hopefully in December 2018, more
members will be able to attend.
Dear members, realizing of course
that we are all occupied with many
activities, and making time to attend
a club meeting or two, will most
likely be cause for an extra effort on
your part, I would like to make a
special plea. Rossini Club holds
three (3) membership meetings per
season.
These meetings are
important in keeping our members
informed as to operations of the
Club and offers the opportunity for
us to voice concerns and/or present
helpful ideas to the Board.
As
President, I will try to hold each
meeting to one hour in length (give
or take 10 minutes). We should be
able to cover the minutes of the
previous meeting and discuss any
items which require our attention
within this time period.
(Continued on Page 2)

Winter 2018

From Our Program
Chair

CALL TO OUR
WINTER BUSINESS
MEETING
• Date: Sunday, February 25
• Time: approx. 4:30 PM
(following our program/
reception)
• Place: Chapter Room, St.
Luke’s Cathedral
BUSINESS AGENDA
• Officer and Committee reports
• Performers available to
perform last-minute
• Our 150th Anniversary
Celebration

For Your Calendar
Annual Meeting (potluck) May 22
time, place to be determined

What a great year it has been
for Rossini performances!!
We have had 13 members
perform, and 10 guests. For
our remaining 4 concerts, 12
members will perform as well
as well as 6 or more guests.
The quality of the concerts has
been superior.
The new
highlighted performers have
lent a special interest to our
concert season, and have
bought in new and exciting
types of music. Thanks to all
our members for their
cooperation which has made
my job a lot easier!!

Cecile DeRoche-Cain
(207) 332-6117
musikmom@maine.rr.com

2017 – 2018
Rossini Club
Concert Schedule
St. Luke’s Cathedral
Portland, ME
3:00 pm
February 25

Check out our website.
Find us at
www.rossiniclub.org
Check out our
Facebook Page!
“Like” it!
Ask your friends to “like” it.

March 11
April 15
May 20

Congratulations to Elizabeth Philbrick
on occasion of her 102nd birthday on
October 1, 2017! Despite being totally
blind, Elizabeth continues to express her
vital spirit, which was so memorable in her
Rossini Club performances of Chopin and
Scarlatti, nearly forty years ago.
She grew up in the Saco/Cape Elizabeth
area, married and moved to Texas where
she continued to teach, study, and perform
in 6 piano ensembles. About 1970, she and
her family returned to Cape Elizabeth. She
served as President of Rossini Club
1971-1973 and 1984-1986.

(From Our President
continued from Page 1)
Two items of interest which require thought on the part of our
membership are 1) the formation of a list of members willing to
perform in case of a last minute cancellation and 2) suggestions as
to the formation of committees for programing, announcements and
exhibits for the 150 Year Celebration (Commemoration). These
will be discussed at our Business Meeting on February 25, after the
concert. We need your input.
Eleanor Lehmann
(207) 839-9165

OUR OFFICERS and COMMITTEE CHAIRS
2017 - 2018
President:

Eleanor Lehmann

First Vice-President:

Cecile DeRoche-Cain

Second Vice-President:

Monthly Refreshment Chairs
Barbara Graustein
Edith Leary
Mary Johnston Letellier
Shaunna Lucas

February 25
March 11
April 15
May 20

Scholarship Competitions 2018
Our Scholarship competitions will take place at St.
Luke’s Cathedral on Saturday, June 2. For more
details, check our website.

Elizabeth Harmon

Recording Secretary:

Susanna Adams

Treasurer:

Sheila McGarr

Assistant Treasurer:

Barbara Graustein

Piano Chair:

Scott Eaton

Candidate Chair:
Communications Committee Chair:
Corresponding Secretary:

I will soon be calling on members to serve as judges.
Dale Ashby and Cynnie Henriques have again agreed
to assist with hosting and registration, and Eleanor
Lehmann, as President, will head our panel of
judges.

Barbara Graustein
Sheila McGarr
Cynthia Henriques

Portland Rossini Club
announces

Please pass information about the scholarships to
any eligible person you know.

2018 Music Scholarship Competitions
Instrumental, Vocal, and Piano

Beth Harmon, Scholarship Chair

$1200 First Prize, and $800 Second Prize for Each
Scholarship

The next Executive Board meeting will
be on April 15, following the concert.
Any Rossini Club Member may attend
Board meetings. If you wish to discuss
ideas or issues with the Board, please
contact President, Eleanor Lehmann.
contacts: (207) 839-9165
or email:
julylehmann80@gmail.com

http://www.rossiniclub.org/scholarship/how-toapply
Application Deadline: May 14th
Competition Date: Saturday, June 2nd
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Considering our Sesquicentennial
Nearly 150 years have passed since Rossini Club was founded. Originally founded in 1869 as a music club for women
performers, we have a rich history. Over the next few issues, our intent is to share some photos and memories. We hope
you too will share some of your memories and photos. At our February 25th business meeting, we’ll talk about how we can
best celebrate this occasion. The year 2019 is just around the corner! Be sure to come to the meeting with your ideas and
thoughts. You may also send me photos and memories at eharmon2@maine.rr.com. I’ll start things oﬀ with something that
has been dear to my heart - The Gould Award. You should also be able to learn more about our history on our website:
http://www.rossiniclub.org. If you visit the Maine Historical Society, you will find many archives.
Beth Harmon, Rossini Notes Editor
The Gould Award Trip
Below: The first Gould Award trip made The New York Times! The
four winners pose with Rise Stevens and Edward Johnson,
manager of the Metropolitan Opera.

For sixty years, four talented high school Juniors from
Greater Portland attended the Metropolitan Opera* in New
York City during their February vacation. Each student
competed for this privilege by performing classical music,
from memory, for ten minutes, before a panel of judges.
Ralph T. Gould established this trip in 1949, because he saw
what a difference experiencing classical music in a
cosmopolitan environment such as New York made to his
own children. He wanted to extend the opportunity to other
talented young people in the Greater Portland area.
When he established the prize, Mr. Gould asked the
Portland Rossini Club to carry out the details of his award,
administering the competition and accompanying the
students to New York. Then Rossini Club President, Marcia
Merrill (Past-President and former Gould Award Winner,
Sally Merrill’s mother), accepted “with pleasure the
carrying out of the Ralph Gould Award to send four students
and chaperone to New York for two performances of
Opera”. She also acknowledged the receipt of $300 which
amply covered the cost of opera tickets, meals,
transportation, and at least two nights in a hotel!
For twenty-four years, starting in 1954, Miss Ocy Downs, a
noted piano teacher and performer, led this trip. I was
privileged to co-chaperone with Ocy on her final trip in
1988 and I co-chaperoned the trip with other Rossini Club
members for another twelve years.
In observance of the fiftieth anniversary, a survey of former
winners was sent out in 1998. Of the twenty-nine who
responded, eleven went on to be professional musicians,
five were studying to be professional musicians, eleven
continued to have music as an avocation, and only two were
no longer involved in performing music! Most found that
winning the competition boosted their self-esteem as
musicians. This was a first major audition for most. One, a
violinist in Germany, says “I ... wore that blazer (with the
#10 still in the pocket) for all subsequent auditions – for
professional orchestras in Europe, and won every audition.
Must have been a good luck number.”
Beth Harmon
* As years went on and funds dwindled
following Mr. Gould’s death, numbers
and venues varied.

Above: Backstage at the Met, soprano Sondra Radvanovsky poses
with 2009 winners Nell Briton and Sam Bagalla (both pianists) and
chaperones Barbara Graustein and Beth Harmon following Il
Trovatore. This was our final Gould Award trip.
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Early Programme From 1900
This shows both sides of the program. I
kept the front small so that you could see
the detail of the second side.

