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From Our President

From Our Program Chair

With the unpredictability of the
winter season upon us, getting to
the many events offered in Maine
can be a challenge. So far, the
Rossini concerts have been
relatively well attended and
membership has been growing
little by little.

Our concert season is now half
over, and with four concerts
remaining we have lots of
exciting music remaining.
February is our memorial concert
for Richard Roberts. With the
exception of one performer, this
concert features all member
pianists. What better way to
remember Richard!

Our newest active member,
Torrey Gimpel, gave a much
applauded audition on Sunday,
November 11, singing two lovely
arias for soprano.
We look
forward to her future
participation on our programs.

To All Active, Privileged,
Honorary, and
Associate Members

CALL TO OUR
WINTER BUSINESS
MEETING

I am also happy to report that
quite a few members joined the
Board at our business meeting
held in October at which all club
business was completed within
one hour and ten minutes. I look
forward to seeing a few more of
the members at our next meeting
on February 24.

• Date: Sunday, February 24

Musical variety on our programs
have included Classical to
Contemporary which apparently
meets with the approval of our
audiences. A big thank you goes
to Cecile DeRoche-Cain, our
Program Chair, for arranging
these performances.

BUSINESS AGENDA
• Officer and Committee reports
• 150th Year Celebration
Committees
Publicity/advertisement
Possible Venues
Programming
• Updates

The Communications Committee
has been whipping our Website
into shape. It really has come a
long way and has become a
spectacular informational
r e s o u r c e s f o r t h e C l u b ’s
activities. Sheila McGarr, Ruth
Matt and Dale Ashby have
worked hard on new performance
release forms for promotional
programming on the Community
Television Network in Portland.
Continued on page 2

• Time: approx. 4:30 PM
(following our program/
reception)
• Place: Chapter Room,
St. Luke’s Cathedral

Our remaining featured
performers include:
Maine
Blend, a singing ensemble from
the Portland area;
Peggy
Pearson, oboist and pianist
( f r i e n d o f D i a n e Wa l s h ) ;
Jonathan Prak, piano graduate of
USM and student of Laura
Kargul.
We still seem to be having a
difficult time attracting healthy
audiences, in spite of the efforts
of many to publicize our
concerts.
Something to think
about as we head towards a new
season this Fall.
Please let me know if you have
any concerns about the
programming.
Cecile DeRoche-Cain,
Program Chair
tel: 332-6117

musikmom810@gmail.com

OUR OFFICERS and COMMITTEE CHAIRS
2018 - 2019
President:

Eleanor Lehmann

First Vice-President:

Cecile DeRoche-Cain

Second Vice-President:
Recording Secretary:

Elizabeth Harmon
Susanna Adams

Treasurer:

Sheila McGarr

Assistant Treasurer:

Barbara Graustein

Piano Chair:

Scott Eaton

Candidate Chair:
Communications Committee Chair:
Corresponding Secretary:

Barbara Graustein
Sheila McGarr
Cynthia Henriques

2018 – 2019
Rossini Club
Concert Schedule
Cathedral of St. Luke,
Portland, ME
3:00 pm
February 24

President’s note continued from page 1
After a lengthy period, repair to the wounded
Rossini piano at Woodford Church was completed
and for a 91 year old doesn’t look too bad for all
years of wear and tear. Many thanks goes to Scott
Eaton for taking this project under his wing.
Our after concert receptions, with the many tasty
donations from some of our members, are lovingly
arranged and presented by our Co-Social Chairs,
Sydney Patten and Mary Johnston Letellier and
continue to be enjoyed by appreciative audiences
and performers.
WANTED - Ideas, suggestions and volunteers to
work on the Portland Rossini Club’s monumental
150th celebratory season of 2020-2021. Various
committees have been formed and we would like
to invite all of our members to join us in helping
to make it a memorable season.
Eleanor Lehmann, President

March 17
April 14
May 19

Volunteers Needed!
The Nominating Committee of the Portland Rossini Club is seeking volunteers to fill three Executive
Board positions for the 2019-2020 season: President, Secretary, and Assistant Treasurer. We hope
members who have not served the Club in any oﬃcial capacity before will consider becoming an oﬃcer.
President: duties include setting the agenda and presiding at 3 membership meetings a year: Fall
(October), Winter (February), and Annual (May); and several Executive Board meetings. The President
also writes a column for Rossini Notes 3 times a year and introduces each concert and invites attendees to
the reception afterwards. The President also appoints committee chairs and is an ex oﬃcio member of all
committees except the Nominating Committee.
Secretary: duties include recording the minutes of the Fall, Winter, and Annual Meetings; recording the
minutes of the Executive Board Meetings; and emailing reminders for each concert program and requests
for refreshment donations.
Assistant Treasurer: key duty is collecting the fees for each concert at the main entrance of St. Luke’s
Cathedral, and serving as back-up to the Treasurer.
If you are interested in any of these oﬃces, please contact Sheila McGarr, Chair of the Nominating
Committee by March 31 at smcgarr1@maine.rr.com
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Welcome to New Member, Soprano Torrey Gimpel
Torrey writes:
Almost every moment of the last ten years I spent outside of the state of Maine – I wanted to
come back to it. I grew up in Monmouth. Music has always been the center of my life – let’s just
say, I grew up watching more musicals than cartoons. I pursued my Bachelor’s degree at Carroll
University (Wisconsin) in Vocal Performance and Philosophy of Religion, where I was trained as a
mezzo-soprano. I received my first Master’s degree from Westminster Choir College with an
emphasis in Vocal Pedagogy. I had the opportunity through the Symphonic Choir to have
performed under the direction of Christoph Eschenbach, Franz Welser-Möst, Neeme Järv, and
as a part of the Lucerne Festival. In my final semester, it became evident that I was not a mezzo
but a spinto soprano. I spent the following few years teaching voice privately and performing in
the New Jersey area. As life does, when certain doors close, and others open – I decided to pursue
another Master’s degree in music therapy. I received my second Masters degree in Music Therapy
and Counseling from Drexel University. After graduation, I worked as a board-certified music
therapist at Kardon Institute for Creative Arts Therapies, maintained a private voice studio, and
was a teaching assistant at the Eden School. After another unexpected life event that made me reevaluate what I truly wanted and needed, I made the decision to move back to Maine last year.
The move was three fold – one to be closer to family, two – to bring more music therapy
opportunities to central Maine, and last – to be able to focus on performing. Since the move I
have begun performing as a soloist at various area churches in central Maine and have joined the
Maine Music Society.

From Our Scholarship Chair
Do you know anyone from Maine who will
major in music in the fall of 2019? Please
call their attention to our scholarship
competition which will be held at
Woodford’s Congregational Church on
Saturday, June 1.
Last month, we were privileged to hear last
year’s first place winner in the piano
category, Christopher Staknys, perform
Chopin’s Bacarolle in F-sharp major and
Schubert’s Impromptu in G-flat major at our
January 13 program.

Portland Rossini Club
announces
2019 Music Scholarship Competitions
Instrumental, Vocal, and Piano
$1300 First Prize, and $900 Second Prize
for Each Scholarship
https://www.rossiniclub.org/home/aboutscholarship/
Application Deadline: May 13th
Competition Date: Saturday, June 1st

I will soon be approaching Rossini Club
musicians to serve as judges for this music
competition, when we will be privileged to
give away a total of $6600 in scholarships
to talented young musicians. Learn more
about our competition on our website.
https://www.rossiniclub.org/home/aboutscholarship/
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Looking Back
at
Rossini Club Programs
from 1897 and 1899
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