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From Our President

I was so excited to prepare to 
perform with Sable Strout and 
Aaren Rivard for our New Years 
E v e c o n c e r t a t P o r t l a n d 
Conservatory of Music. It would’ve 
been a s te l la r per formance , 
especially with these two talented 
musicians. Alas, sickness caught 
me! The Board and I will discuss 
when to reschedule this and figure 
out what will work with St. Luke’s 
and their schedule. The rescheduled 
date is TBD!


I’d like to welcome Mia Sawyer as 
our newest concert manager! Mia is 
studying with Laura Kargul at USM 
in the midst of getting her BA in 
piano performance. We are all 
excited and pleased to have her on 
board. We’re looking forward to this 
journey with her. A huge thank you 
to one of our members, Chris 
Staknys, who stepped in to help as 
we were searching for a new concert 
manager.


Beth Harmon, who has helped put 
together our programs, is retiring 
from this position and we are 
looking for a trusted member to take 
over. She is more than willing to 
teach and guide someone. We are 
still looking for a Program Chair to 
take over for Susanna Adams, as 
she’s current ly hold ing two 
positions. A big thank you to 
Susanna and Beth! Please contact 
me if you’re interested in any of 
these: jonathan.prak@maine.edu. 

Continued on column 3

To All Members

CALL TO OUR 
WINTER  BUSINESS 

MEETING

Date: Sunday, February 18


• Time: approx. 4:30 PM 
(following our program)

• Place: Chapter Room

• St. Luke’s Cathedral

BUSINESS AGENDA


Officer and Committee 
Reports


(continued from column 1)
We are on the hunt for a location, 
date, and time for our annual 
meeting. If any of you have any 
suggestions or even would like to 
host, we are all ears! Please reach 
out to any of us.


Sydney Patten, the president 
whom I succeeded, is a climate 
activist and member of the 
Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL). 
They would like to host a concert 
with the hopes of working in 
conjunction with St. Luke’s and 
us. This is a very important event 
as we need to spread awareness 
of what’s happening in our 
environment currently. Details 
TBD. We’re hoping to have this 
concert in October and hold a 
reception. I will be reaching out 
to Avery Schott, the Parish 
Administrator, to coordinate 
dates and see if they’re willing to 
sponsor this concert.


I’m calling for a meeting after 
our February 18th Richard 
Roberts Memorial Concert. This 
is our Winter Business Meeting. 
This will be held in the Chapter 
Room; the ground floor of St. 
Luke’s close to the pantry. I’m 
looking forward to seeing you all 
again, and I hope you’re staying 
warm from this winter cold!


Your Rossini Club President,

Jonathan Prak


https://www.rossiniclub.org 

jonathan.prak@maine.edu
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OUR OFFICERS  and COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
  2023-2024

President:                               Jonathan Prak
                 jonathan.prak@maine.edu

First Vice-President-Programs:                                             Susanna Adams
                 saviolabow@maine.rr.com

                  
               
        

Second Vice-President-Scholarships:                                   Susanna Adams
                 saviolabow@maine.rr.com

Recording Secretary:                                  Torrey Gimpel
                         tngimpel@yahoo.com

Treasurer:                     Sheila McGarr
      smcgarr1@maine.rr.com

Assistant Treasurer:                                                        Eunice Wilcox
                      eunice.w75@gmail.com       

Piano Chair:                                     Leah Neuchiller
                           leah1243@gmail.com 

Candidate Chair:                                Stephen Schiffman               stephenjschiffman@gmail.com

Communications Committee Chair:                                    Dermot Bostock                dermotbostock@gmail.com 

From Our Program Chair


We have been lucky to invite guests to participate in our January concert.  Kudos to Mary Sullivan and the 
Amethyst Chamber Ensemble  for a beautifully sung program of art songs on January 21.  The ensemble has 
already been invited to perform again  during the 2024-2025 season.  The upcoming Richard Roberts 
Memorial Concert on February 18 has been set.  Many surprises are on the docket for the March 17 program.  
We will have Laura Kargul’s piano studio from the University of Southern Maine as guests on April 28 and 
are seeking volunteers to perform at the May 26 program.  Planning is beginning for a special Concert for 
Climate to be offered in the fall in conjunction with the Citizen’s Climate Lobby. No one has volunteered to 
replace me as Program Chair yet, but I’m hoping that someone will be inspired.  We vote on officers at the 
annual meeting in May.


 
                                                                                            Susanna Adams

                                                                                                Program Chair 


saviolabow@maine.rr.com 


Volunteer Needed!


As Chair of the Nominating Committee for Officers for the 2024-2025 
season, I am seeking a volunteer to serve as Program Chair for the Club.  For 
two years now, Susanna Adams has performed double-duty as both the 
Program Chair and Scholarship Chair.   These two tasks are too many 
responsibilities for one person.  Program Chair duties include seeking 
volunteers from the Club membership as well as guests; providing general 
details about the program so that the advance flyer can be prepared for 
distribution to members, friends, website, and social media.

The remaining officers and program chairs have agreed to stay on for another 
season.


Sheila McGarr

Nominating Committee Chair


From Our Scholarship Chair:

 

I have contacted individual talented 
students in a Portland Conservatory 
of Music ensemble with scholarship 
information and forms.  Private 
teachers of high school age (and 
older) who teach vocal, instrumental 
and piano students throughout Maine 
have been contacted through 
professional organizations and 
individually.  The next task is to 
publicize the scholarship competition 
through high school music teachers.  
I welcome any contacts that can be 
offered by PRC members.  The 
d e a d l i n e t o a p p l y f o r t h e 
Scholarships is May 1.  The 
auditions will be held at St. Luke’s 
Cathedral on Saturday, June 8.  The 
scholarships are open to Maine 
residents of high school age or older 
who plan to continue the study of 
music in an institution of higher 
education.   See website: https://
w w w. r o s s i n i c l u b . o r g / a b o u t -
scholarship/.   Winners are invited to 
pe r fo rm wi th us du r ing the 
2024-2025 season.


 Susanna Adams

 Scholarship Chair 


saviolabow@maine.rr.com 



