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From Our President

Happy 2025, fellow lovers of all
things music! I’'m pleased to say that
our performances thus far have been
astounding, and I can’t wait to hear
the rest of this year’s program. What
top notch musicians! :-)

I’d like to generally touch on the
subject of why we play, perform, and
listen to music. Music is literally a
language like no other. It is like
spoken language, and more! It
includes pitch, nuance, timing, and
delivery. Music can murmur,
persuade, and scream. We all speak
and understand this universal, second
(maybe could even be our first)
language.

Musicians, as cosmic conduits, play
for others, but really also for
themselves. Interpretation is a true
musician’s treasure hunt for emotion -
we constantly ask, “What did the
composer intend and how can we
successfully access that emotion?”
This is an important (and difficult)
role to fill. This makes musicians
(generally) empathetic. As
performers, we do what we do
because we want to share our art,
progress, and to create an impact. As
listeners, we passively experience in
real time the interpretation, emotions,
statements, etc. I think we as soulful
humans are constantly looking for
meaning.

(continue in column 3)

To All Members

CALLTO OUR
WINTER BUSINESS

MEETING
Date: Sunday, March 23

e Time: approx. 4:15 PM
(following our program)

 Place: Chapter Room

o St. Luke’s Cathedral

BUSINESS AGENDA

Officer and Committee
Reports

(continued from column 1)

Music is the gateway for this
search for meaning. Music
enables us to naturally connect
with ourselves, others, and the
universe.

Despite all of that’s happening in
the world, music is something
that we all can depend on. It is
humanity’s torch that guides us
through the darkest night. Music
creates an experience that we
could not only feel emotionally,
but physically as well. The
vibrations and frequencies travel
through us and impact us to our
very core. Visual arts can’t even
compare to this experience. I
hope you’re finding comfort and
delving into your favorite genre.
Music will always be there even
if you’re feeling alone.

I’'m calling for a meeting after
our next concert. It is Sunday,
March 23rd and it’ll be held in
the Chapter Room at St. Luke’s
on the ground level, down the
hall to the right of the pantry. A
friendly reminder that this is the
Winter Business meeting. See
you there!

Jonathan Prak
Rossini Club President




From Our Program Chair

We have hosted a couple of well-attended programs this winter: The Richard Roberts tribute concert in
January and the February 23 concert featuring a new musical brought to us by member Danielle Vayenas and
friends.

The March 23 concert will feature art songs --sung and played. Laura Kargul’s studio at the USM Osher
School of Music with present a program on April 27. A new member performance on May 25 has had to be
cancelled due to an unavoidable conflict. So please consider signing up for May, especially if you have not
yet performed (a duty of every performing member at least once a year).

Susanna Adams, Program Chair

From QOur Scholarship Chair

The next biennial Rossini Club Scholarship competition will be held in June, 2026 (date not determined yet).
The ad hoc Scholarship Committee was reconvened to review verbiage about this competition on our
website. First, we needed to correct dates, since the dates posted presumed that the competition would be
held THIS June in 2025. We then had a lot to say about all the competitions, separating the Marie Thomas
award from the other three, setting ages and required repertoire. The amended verbiage will be posted soon.

Susanna Adams, Scholarship Chair
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Born in 1932, Sylvia passed away in
January. She was predeceased by her
beloved husband, Charles, of 60 years,
Sylvia was a gifted musician, studying
piano for ten years and voice for over 25
years. Sylvia’s passion for music
continued throughout her life. She was a
member of the Choral Art Society,
Portland Polyphonic Society, Cathedral
Chamber Singers, and the Shuster
Chorale. Sylvia’s love for music extended
to the Portland Rossini Club, where she
was a member from 1962, having first
joined the Junior Rossini Club in high
school. A committal service was held at
Brooklawn Cemetery on January 22. A
celebration of Sylvia’s life will be held
later this year at Williston Immanuel
Church.
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