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Happy 2026 music
aficionados! It looks
like we’ve had a real
Maine winter so far —
I see ACTUAL snow
banks. I do hope that
everyone is staying
warm,  especially

since we’ve been dipping below
freezing temperatures. Brrr!
                               
Performers — the Rossini Club needs
you! Our new program chair, Dermot,
has had a difficult time with
programming as not enough
performers are getting back to him.
We’re looking for musicians who want
to share what they’ve been working
on, whether it’s a polished piece or
something new you’re excited about.
If you’ve been thinking “maybe I
could,” consider this your sign. Step
up, sign up, and help make our next
concert something special!

We are exploring options of moving
the club to a new home. St. Luke’s
Cathedral has taken good care of us
for the past decade, however it may 

From Our President:

Date: Sunday, February 22

Time: approx. 4:30pm
(Following our program)

Place: Upper Parish Hall

The Cathedral Church of
St. Luke 

Portland, ME

CALL TO OUR WINTER
BUSINESS MEETING

NEWSLETTER OF THE PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB

To All Members:

Officer and committee
reports

Discuss proposed bylaw
changes

BUSINESS AGENDA

be time for Rossini Club to move on to
new ventures. Details will be revealed
later down the road. Stay tuned, folks!

We had the pleasure of having our
concert grand worked on by
technician Tim Kelly. Tim is the father
of Grant Kelly, a student of Laura
Kargul who played in the Portland
Piano Extravaganza and recently
performed the Brahms Haydn
variations for two pianos. You may see
details in Leah’s report. Tim is known
for his expertise in installing the
Dampp-Chaser System.

A friendly reminder that we’ll have the
winter business meeting after our
February performance. I highly
encourage members to join us.
Important information will be
discussed, and we value all feedback
and opinions — your thoughts matter
and could influence the club’s future.

Stay warm and stay cozy. Even though
we live in uncertain times, at least we
have each other and our music to
keep us moving forward.
 

Our Officers and Committee Chairs
2025-2026 

Assistant Treasurer
Eunice Wilcox eunice.w75@gmail.com

Piano Chair
Leah Neuchiller leah1234@gmail.com

Candidate Chair
Stephen Schiffman
stephenjschiffman@gmail.com

Communications Committee Chair
VACANT

President: 
Jonathan Prak jonathan.prak@maine.edu

First Vice-President - Programs
Dermot Bostock dermotbostock@gmail.com

Second Vice-President - Scholarships
Susanna Adams sabiolabow42@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Torrey Gimpel tngimpel@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Sheila McGarr smcgarr1@maine.rr.com
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From Our Program Chair:
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We have had some terrific concerts this season so far! We do
have a few more before our final one in May.

We have had great variety of performances including a great
start to the season from Michael Bostock playing the second
Shostakovich concerto and a York Bowen piece with his friend
Derek Herzer; Steve Blumenthal playing a Beethoven sonata; to
our Richard Roberts Memorial Concert with a heartfelt talk
from Naydene Bowder; and some fine piano performances.

Between these concerts we had a sad event, the final concert
from Seth Blank with Mark Braun and Steve Schiffman. We pass
on our deepest sympathies to his family and friends. Seth has
played many times for our club.

Thanks so much to all our performers during the season so far.
A special thanks to our members playing their inaugural pieces.

Dermot Bostock
dermotbostock@gmail.com

This fall I sought judges (who would be free on June 20,
2026) in the three award categories:  vocal, piano and
instrumental.  I am happy to report that we have a full panel
of judges in place:  Sarah Tuttle, vocal, Bridget Convey,
piano, and Callie Brennan, instrumental.  They will act as a
panel for all contestants; the judge with “expertise” will be
the lead judge in her scholarship category. There is also a
prize for a Maine student not yet bound for college who
shows musical promise.
 
I have contacted Maine teachers statewide (more within
driving distance of Portland) to see whether they have
students who might wish to compete.  I contacted the
applied music faculty of USM, Colby, Bates, and Bowdoin and
attempted to reach UMO.  I contacted MMEA and NATS.  
Please, if you know a talented high school student who
might wish to compete (seniors need to be accepted in an
accredited college program, but they do not have to be
majoring in music), please direct them to the Rossini Club
website for applications and procedures.  I will start taking
applications on May 1.

Susanna Adams
sabiolabow42@gmail.com

Proposed Bylaws Changes:

From Our Scholarship Chair:

In order to grow membership in the Club by
offering reduced dues for younger performers,
the Executive Board proposes the following
addition to the Bylaws:

Article III : Members

Section 5: Student Members
Students who qualify for membership as Active
performers will pay dues at a reduced rate for 2
years. Scholarship winners will be offered free
membership for 2 years.

Article IX: Finances

Section 5: Dues

Add Student Members to the list of membership
categories

-----------------------------------------------------
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Several years ago, the bylaw that appears
below was changed to allow Subscribers to
vote and hold office. This came about due to
lack of Active and Associate volunteers for
office.

Article IV 
Subscriber

Any person who pays an annual fee shall be
entitled to admission to all program meetings.
They would have no voting privileges and may
not hold office. Deleted by members vote.

An unintended consequence, with the growth
of senior subscriber members, is that we
recently lack a quorum to vote on any issues
affecting the administration of the club.

The Executive Board proposes restoring the
previous bylaw and adding the phrase,
Exceptions can be made by a vote of the
Executive Board. The new bylaws would read:

Article IV 
Subscriber

Any person who pays an annual fee shall be
entitled to admission to all program meetings.
They would have no voting privileges and may
not hold office. Exceptions can be made by a
vote of the Executive Board.
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