PORTLAND ROSSINI CLUB

143rd Season

The Cathedral Church of St. Luke 3:00 PM

Portland, Maine Sunday, Apnil 13, 2014
President Elizabeth Harmon
Program Chair Richard Roberts

A Special Program to Benefit our Scholarship Fund
Presented by Virginia Eskin, Pianist

Polonaise-Fantasy, Op 61 (1846) Frédéric Chopin (1809-1849)
Polonaise Op 46 #12 in E minor (1894) Edward MacDowell (1861-1908)
Variations on a Balkan Theme.Book 1 (1904) Amy Beach (1867-1944)

Variations on a Theme of Paganini, Op 35, Book 2 (1863) Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

Intermission

Birdbrain Rag Joseph Lamb (1887-1960)
Hot Cinders

American Beauty Rag

Judy’s Rag Judith Zaimont (b. 1940)
Amiga Mia Rag Glen Jenks (b. 1947)
Sand Point Rag Gunther Schuller (b. 1925)
Medley: George Gershwin (1898-1937)

Walkin’ the Dog, Sweet ‘n low-down, I Got Rhythm

Grand Valse (premiere, never published) Amy Beach

Please join us for a reception following the performance
Our final program for the season will take place here on May 18 at 3:00 pm

Many thanks to 5t. Luke’s Cathedral for the use of their facilities for our programs




VIRGINIA ESKIN

Former Portland resident, Virgmmia Eskin, has performed as a soloist with many orchestras,
including the Annapolis, Buffalo, Lomsville, New Hampshire, Rochester, San Francisco, Santa
Barbara and Utah Symphony Orchestras, the Boston Classical, the Israel Sinfonietta, and the
Boston Pops. She has also performed as a soloist with the New York City and Boston Ballet
Compamnies, at the Morgan Library in New York, the Currier Museum 1n Manchester, Jordan Hall
in Boston, and concert halls and museums throughout the United States and Europe. Her recent
appearances include solo recitals in St. Petersburg and Madnd.

Eskin's many recordings include works by Amencan composers Amy Beach, Arthur Foote,
Rebecca Clark and George Chadwick. With the Hawthorne Quartet she recorded Chamber Music
From Theresienstadt (Channel Classics), Music of Samuel Colendge-Taylor, (Koch) and
Silenced Voices (Northeastern). She recorded Dvorak's Piano Quuntet with the Portland String
Quartet (Arabesque). Her “Ragtime Project” includes Fluffy-Ruffle Garls (Koch 1999), Amenican
Beauties: The Rags of Joseph Lamb (Koch 2000 re-release), and Spring Beauties (Koch 1998).
She has also recorded Mrs. HH A Beach (Koch). works by Marion Bauer and Ruth Crawford
(Albany), and previously unrecorded works by Manion Bauer (Albany) and Vitezslava Kapralova

(Koch).

Ms. Eskin created and hosted “First Ladies of Music,” a 13-program widely syndicated radio
series sponsored by Northeastern University and produced by WFMT, Chicago. Among her
current projects 1s an Amy Beach book and CD, with distnbution expected in 2014. She has
taught at New England Conservatory Extension Division and Boston University and received an
honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Keene State College (NH) to recognize her
contributions to women's music. She continues her active career as a performer and lecturer.

Portland Rossini Club’s Scholarships

Each year Portland Rossini Club conducts a scholarship competition for Maine residents between
the ages of seventeen and twenty-five, who are majoring in music at accredited colleges and
vmversities. Until this year, we have limited this to residents of Cumberland, York, and Oxford
counties, but we are expanding it this year, to all Maine residents, on a tnial basis. The prize
each of three categories (piano, vocal, and instrumental) 1s $1200, a total of $3600. taken from
interest from invested funds. This year, thanks to Ms. Eskin’s generosity, we are working toward
being able to significantly increase the principal from which our scholarship funds come. Please
consider donating in addition to what you paid for admission. We are a 501c(3) non-profit
organization and will send you a receipt. You may send a check made out to Portland Rossim
Club, to Sheila McGarr, Treasurer, 148 Hennessey Dnive, Portland. ME 04103, indicating that 1t
1s for the Scholarship Fund. All donations made by May 18, up to a total of $11,000 will be
matched by one of our members. For more information about our scholarship competition,
check our website: www.rossiniclub.org.



